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Monday, September 10, 2018
The Players Club at Deer Creek
Event presented by

J. Skinner Baking Co.

Gather your foursome for a day of fun that benefits our Negotiated
Tuition Program. Or register yourself and we’ll find a foursome for you.
Registration includes:
• 11:00 a.m. Check-in and Cookout Lunch
• 12:00 p.m. Shotgun Start, Texas Scramble
• Buffet Dinner and Prizes to follow
Register today at mercyhigh.org/events

Can’t play?

Please consider a sponsorship opportunity or donating directly to our
prize fund. Contact Katy Butts ’03, Alumnae Relations Director & Events
Manager at buttsk@mercyhigh.org or 402.553.9424.
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All-School Reunion
Celebrates Alumnae

Several hundred Women of Mercy attended
the All-School Reunion on Sunday, June 3.
A highlight of the day was the induction
of the class of 1968 into the Golden Guild.
Also introduced to the crowd and making
remarks was Pat O’Neill Sauerman ’65,
the 2018 Distinguished Woman of Mercy
Alumna Award Recipient.
Fr. Kevin Schneider, S. J. presided
at Mass and reminded the
audience of all the great gifts
that have come to those who are
part of the Mercy community.
“But don’t forget that not
only is it important to express
gratitude but to thank the Lord
and ask for more,” he added.
During brunch, the crowd heard
from Sauerman who talked
about her life’s journey and how
31

Mercy changed her and taught
her to listen to the Holy Spirit.
She reflected on a prayer
she learned at the school
that reminds her each
day “to learn from the
past, see tomorrow and
be present today.”
Many Mercy classes gathered
at the event and used this
opportunity as a chance to
get together and reminisce.

Photography:
Top: Front row left to right are Sarah Sullivan, Bernadette
Smith, Terri Vint Morrison, Lucia Milone Williams, Mary
Beth Lavelle, Mary Jo Alba Wiese, Jeanne O’Donnell
Baker, Joann Nanfito Dalley, and Becky Lane Elster.
Second row left to right are Pamela Antony Luger, Carol
Novotny Heng, Margaret Kemmy Aliano, Rose Lorincz
Kohler, Carol Rushenberg Wing, Joanne Blubaugh
McDonald, Teresa Vigneri Berthiaume, Priscilla
Connelly Quinn, Mary Erdei, Patricia Beck Lamoureux,
Kathleen Hoarty Kurowski, Mary Kirby Denney,
Nancy Thomas Brock, and Susan Bertagni Trigg.
Third row left to right are Jennifer Tata Marreel, Charlotte
McGranaghan, Hughleen Thorsen, Mary Bushman
Standeven, Cathy Katzenberger, Sherry Mead, Nancy
Bisbee Beaver, Maureen Leahy, Lucy O’Hanlon, Pamela
Thornton, Kathryn Roehrig Murphy, Karen Cronin
LaRue, Kathleen Wilson Riccio and Sandra Manna Miller.
Top right: Carol Novotny Heng ’68 and Terri Vint
Morrison ’68 bring in the gifts at Mass at the
All-School Reunion.
Top far rightt: Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM,
President of Mercy High School acknowledges Pat
O’Neill Sauerman ’65 as the 2018 Distinguished
Woman of Mercy Alumna Award winner.
Middle right: Alumnae embrace their classmates during
the All-School Reunion.
Bottom right: Karen Cronin LaRue ’68 receives her Golden
Guild Pin from Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM, President of
Mercy High School.
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Mercy Class of 2018
Outstanding Seniors were Hannah Fenton
and Annika Muse. The annual award
winners were chosen by the senior class,
faculty and administration and “represent
the class in an outstanding way.”
Fenton, this year’s Student
Council President, has been
on Student Council for four
years, and has been honored as
Student Council’s outstanding
member for two years. As a
Mercy athlete, she has played
volleyball for four years,
serving as team captain this
31

year, and participated on the
tennis team for three years.
A member of the National
Honor Society (NHS), she is
an academic tutor, a Student
Ambassador and a member
of Golden Girls (the spirit club).
Possessing great initiative, she
founded and now serves as

president of the Optimism
Club, a group that performs
random acts of kindness in
the school. In the academic
arena, she made the Nebraska
School Activities Association
Academic All-State and Rivers
City Conference Academic
All-Conference teams. She
also made the Omaha WorldHerald All Academic Program
Honorable Mention and
received Mercy’s Presidential
Award for Academic Excellence
(students who have a GPA of
greater than 3.5 and have a 25
or above on their ACT). Fenton’s
service portfolio includes

Summer 2018

2018 Highlights
•8
 3 students
graduated in May.
•6
 5% percent of the Class
of 2018 were awarded
165 college scholarships
worth nearly $4 million
to attend higher
education institutions
throughout the country.
• 1 9 members of the
class of 2018 received
the Presidential Award
for Excellence (3.5
GPA and above and
25 or higher on ACT).
• 1 1,000 service hours
were completed by the
class over four years.
volunteering at Mercy events,
local ministries, with JDRF
and at the school’s summer
camps. She recently spent her
spring break on a service trip
to Misericordia, a community
of care, operated by the Sisters
of Mercy in Chicago. She will
be attending Regis University
receiving the Board of Trustees
Scholarship, Science Distinction
Award, Regis Award and
Catholic High School Award.
Annika Muse has been a
member of Student Council
for two years, NHS, served as a
Student Ambassador and was
sophomore class president.
The student-athlete plays both
soccer and volleyball, is on
the Core Team of Operations
Others and is a member of
FBLA. She made the Nebraska
School Activities Association
Academic All-State and Rivers
City Conference Academic

All-Conference teams. She
also made the Omaha WorldHerald All-Academic Program
Honorable Mention and
received Mercy’s Presidential
Award for Academic Excellence.
Muse also recently spent her
spring break on a service trip
to Misericordia, a community
of care operated by the Sisters
of Mercy, in Chicago. Planning
to attend Creighton University
next fall, she has received
scholarships from five schools.
•T
 his year’s valedictorian was
Gabriela Caito who ranked
first academically, is a class
officer, academic tutor and
on the tennis team. She is a
member of the National Honor
Society (NHS), Prom Court,
Mock Trial, Multicultural Club,
was the social media editor
last semester for the school
and also ran track in her earlier
years. Involved in many service

•T
 here were several
sets of multiples in
this graduating class.
Bianca, Faith and
Miranda Santiago, are
sisters who are part of
a set of quadruplets.
There are also two sets
of twins, Casey and
Margaret Moyer and
Maddie and Hannah
Baker who graduated.
•T
 hree of their classmates,
originally from China,
Yiyang Cao, Yutong
Dun and Shuchen
Zhang also graduated.

activities, she volunteers
at two local hospitals, is a
member of Operations Others
as well as a recipient of the
continued to next page
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• Annika Muse was this year’s
salutatorian. See page 4
for information on her.
• Mercy went to State in Cross
Country, Soccer, Swimming,
Tennis and Track and Field.
The school also received the
Class B Sportsmanship Award
for the State tournament in
soccer. It was given based on
Mercy creating such a positive
environment, and showing
such a great school spirit.
• The Sister Edith Award, the
top athletic award, was
presented to Katherine Wurtz.
The recognition honors the
athlete that best portrays
qualities important in
athletics like sportsmanship,
spirit, enthusiasm, and
concern for teammates
while using athletic skills
to the best of her ability.
• The Sr. Catherine Marie
Franey Award for outstanding
contributions to the music
department by a senior was
presented to Faith Santiago.
• Students also received honors
in academics, liberal arts
and service at an annual
Honors Convocation.
Photography:
Page 3: Outstanding Seniors pictured with
former Principal Sarah Regan left to right
are Hannah Fenton and Annika Muse.

Catherine McAuley Service
Award her sophomore year.
Her academic awards include
the Omaha World-Herald
Outstanding Senior Scholar
and All-Academic Program
Honorable Mention, Mercy’s
Presidential Education Award
for Excellence (3.5 GPA and
above and 25 or higher on
the ACT) and Outstanding
International Language Student
5
3

her sophomore year. She
has also received numerous
scholarships and honors
including Runza Student
of the Week, Rotary Club of
Omaha West Outstanding
Senior and scholarships
from six colleges. She plans
to attend Loyola University
Chicago, where she received
the Presidential Scholarship
and will study Political Science.

Page 4: Mercy received the Class B Sportsmanship
Award for the State tournament in soccer. Pictured on
left is a member of the presenting partner for Nebraska
Coaches Association, Nebraska Army National Guard,
SSG Anita Hays. Mercy students include back row
in blue and soccer players: Emily Rosenthal, Annika
Muse, Lexi Rains, and Katherine Wurtz. Front row in
yellow and members of the Golden Girls (spirit club):
Nyaduel Paljor, Sophie Harvat and Cece Coniglio.
Top left: Katherine Wurtz receives the Sister Edith
Award from Athletic Director Kevin Modrell.
Bottom left: Music Teacher Mindy Fasano presents Sr.
Catherine Marie Franey Award to Faith Santiago.
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Message from our Graduates
Left:
Gabriela Caito,
valedictorian
Right:
Annika Muse,
salutatorian

At this year’s commencement, speeches were given by
both the salutatorian and valedictorian. The following
are excerpts from their remarks.
Salutatorian Annika Muse expressed
admiration for her welcoming and inclusive
class. She said, “One of the most important
parts of these last few years, in my eyes,
is that we have gotten to pursue passions
alongside people who are just as passionate
as we are. Although we might have our
own groups, we are lucky enough to have
the chance to be in a diverse community
that allows everyone to give their own
opinions and be respected for them.”

“One of the most important
parts of these last few years,
in my eyes, is that we have
gotten to pursue passions
alongside people who are just
as passionate as we are…”
Gabriela Caito, this year’s valedictorian,
reminded the audience that “being

thankful is about so much more than
simply saying thank you. “It is about
living a life of purpose inspired by
the people, places and events we are
grateful for and turning that gratitude
into action. It is about being driven to
make a difference, as we were taught
to do in our four years at Mercy.”

“…being thankful is about
so much more than simply
saying thank you. It is about
living a life of purpose inspired
by the people, places and
events we are grateful for…"
By living gratitude in action, she said,
“One day when we look back we will
remember that our dreams came true
not because we wished them to happen
but because we made them happen.”
4
6
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Mercy Fueled a Passion
for Social Justice
“What stays with me from my years
at Mercy was the degree to which my
leadership potential was nurtured. At
the same time, the school fostered my
personal spirituality and my interest in
social justice,” said Claudia Brock ’12.
Those opportunities and her
awareness eventually led to
a position at the Grassroots
Mobilization at NETWORK
Lobby in Washington, D.C.
Her focus is to reach out to
members and grassroots
contacts to work with them
on advocating for policies
motivated by principles of
Catholic Social Justice.

5
7

“When I came to Mercy I
was incredibly shy and did
not enjoy speaking in front
of other people. But Mercy
staff and teachers foster such
a warm, welcoming, and
encouraging environment
that it was not too long
before I was giving my entire
class announcements during
joint homeroom,” she said.

In selecting which high school
she wanted to attend, Claudia
knew she wanted something
smaller than a public middle
school and thought going to
an all-girls school would be

Summer 2018

exciting. To make up her mind,
she attended Mercy Open
Houses and also shadowed.
“Every time I was at Mercy I was
struck by how happy the girls
were to be with one another.
I loved watching hands be
unashamedly raised in the
classroom, friends joking
around with one another, and
girls speaking passionately
about the clubs and activities
they were in,” she added.

“Every time I was at
Mercy I was struck
by how happy the
girls were to be
with one another.”
While at Mercy she was junior
and senior class president and
was involved with the speech
team, Student Ambassadors,
National Honor Society, Justice
and Peace Club, the Kairos
retreats, and participated in a
service trip to Belize during the
spring break of her junior year.
“From my first Mercy Day as a
student I have been inspired
by the example of Catherine
McAuley and aim to embody
her woman-centric approach
to issues of justice in all of my
work. The theology classes I
took, especially Social Justice
my senior year, sparked my
interest in liberation theology.
Today I am keenly aware of
how my Catholic faith forms
my values and my role in
justice work,” she said.
After graduating from Mercy
in 2012, she earned a degree
in Journalism and a minor
in Justice and Peace studies

from Creighton University.
She decided her senior year
that she wanted to spend a
year of service while living
in intentional community.
She was drawn to the
Mercy Volunteer Corps and
worked at Mercy Center in
the South Bronx, which is an
organization that welcomes
and educates immigrant
mothers and their children.
While there she supported
many youth programs and
led an after-school program
for 3rd and 4th graders.

student fostered my passion
for social justice causes and I
have benefitted from seeing
examples of Mercy lived out
on Capitol Hill,” she said.
In the fall, Claudia will be
attending the University
of Nebraska at Lincoln
College of Law.
She has maintained many
long-lasting friendships
through Mercy and has
witnessed how each member
of her group of friends has
become a Woman of Mercy
making their respective
communities better.

“While I appreciated being
in a role of accompaniment,
throughout the year I felt called
to become more engaged in
“I can say without a doubt
public policy during a time
that I would not be who I
when our most marginalized
am today had I attended any
brothers and sisters are living
other high school. I have been
in great fear,” she added.
emboldened by my student
experiences, teachers, and
classmates turned friends to
“…I felt called to
become more engaged be an advocate for myself
and others. My years in
in public policy during
non-profit and congressional
a time when our
work have taught me that the
world needs more Women of
most marginalized
Mercy being shining lamps,
brothers and sisters
light to all around
are living in great fear.” giving
us- as per the instructions of
Catherine McAuley,” she said.
That calling led her to
NETWORK. She especially
“…My years in non-profit
liked working on high school
and congressional
or college student group
work have taught me
trainings on how to have a
that the world needs
successful lobby visit before
going to Capitol Hill to meet
more Women of
with members of Congress.
Mercy being shining
She also loves to go to rallies
lamps, giving light
on The Hill and see members
to all around us…”
of the Sisters of Mercy
Institute Justice Team there.
Photography:
“My time as a Mercy High

Left: Claudia Brock ’12 will attend law school in the fall.
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New Staff Join Mercy
Four new staff members are joining the
faculty in the 2018-2019 school year.

the Year Award twice, she is also
very involved in St. Wenceslaus
Church volunteer activities.

Two positions—an English as a
Second Language Specialist
(ESL) and an additional
Guidance Counselor—were
made possible by generous
donations and are designed
to enhance the immediate
and post-graduate academic
goals of students. The current
Guidance Counselor position
is also being filled. Counselor,
Georgina Morse, is retiring after
25 years. Finally, a new Business
and Technology faculty member
will be replacing Dustin Hahn.

Laura Powers has served as a
College Counselor at Millard
South High School since 2003.
During that time, she coordinated
the counseling center’s website,
and served on the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln Counselor
Advisory Committee. She has
also been a Social Studies
teacher in the Bellevue Public
Schools as well as a teacher
in Ralston Public Schools.

Mercy’s inclusive and growing
student enrollment mirrors the
ethnic and socio-economic
profile of the Omaha metro
area. With that increased
diversity, especially in the Latina
community, the ESL Specialist
will strategically work with the
students, teachers, and parents
to ensure success for their future.
Katherine Davis
’05 will serve as
Mercy’s new ESL
specialist. She holds
endorsements
and certifications
from the University
of Nebraska at Omaha -Teacher
Academy Program and has
been an educator for 11 years.
She has served in educator
positions in La Vista, Neb. as well
as Valparaiso, Chile and Jaipur,
India. Most recently she was
a Spanish teacher at Benson
High School. Her community
outreach work includes a year
with OneWorld Community
9
7

Health and as a member of the
National Civilian Community
Corps in Maryland. A graduate
of the College of Saint Benedict,
she holds degrees in Political
Science and Hispanic Studies.
Josah Driml
Powers ’98 and
Laura Powers
will serve as the
school’s Guidance
Counselors.
Mercy’s enrollment
continues to grow
and the need for
counselors to help
students is vital.
Josah has worked
in advising, counseling and
student leadership development
primarily on the college level.
She is currently the Pre-Health
Advisor for the Health Careers
Resource Center at University of
Nebraska at Omaha. She has also
worked in Student Development
Services at Nebraska Methodist
and Southern Illinois University.
Josah earned a Bachelor of
Arts in Communication with
a minor in Psychology from
St. Louis University. She also
holds a Master’s in Education
from Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale, Ill.
A member of the National
Academic Advising Association
since 2012, she was also active in
the National Student Personnel
Administrators for five years.
Recognized with the Staff of

A graduate of UNO she holds a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
and a Master of Science in
Secondary Counseling.
Cara Carson has been named
to the faculty for the 2018-19
school year teaching Business
and Technology. She comes to
Mercy after teaching and serving
as the freshmen and reserve
volleyball coach at Roncalli
High School for several years.
Cara spent
her college
undergraduate
years at Southwest
Minnesota State
University in
Marshall, Minn.
where she graduated Summa
Cum Laude in Management
with a minor in Marketing and
received numerous academic
and volleyball honors. She went
on to earn her Master of Science
in Secondary Education and
Teaching Certificate from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha.
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Driml to Lead
Advancement at Mercy
“Nate brings to this position a strong development,
alumni relations, event management, writing and
communications background and an equally important
understanding of our mission and values,” said Mercy
High School President, Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM.
Degree in Organizational
Leadership at Creighton.
Nate has plenty of connections
to Mercy as his mother,
Marrianne Safranek Driml ’65,
aunts Barbara Safranek Kratky
dec. SM ’55, and Rita Safranek
Schneider ’58, as well as his sister
Josah Driml Powers ’98, are all
Women of Mercy. In fact, Josah
will be one of the school’s new
Guidance Counselors this fall.

Nate Driml has been appointed
Vice President of Advancement
at Mercy High School. Driml
will be responsible for planning
and executing a comprehensive
advancement program for the
school to include fundraising
and alumnae engagement. He
most recently served as the
Director of Alumni Relations for
the College of Nursing, School of
Dentistry, as well as the Heider
College of Business at Creighton
University. Prior to that, he was
the Alumni and Development
Operations Director at Creighton

Preparatory School for nearly
10 years.
While at Creighton, he was
responsible for growing and
managing the fundraising
prospect portfolios for his
assigned school and colleges to
maximize charitable support.
An alum of Creighton Prep, he
received his undergraduate
degree from the University
of Nebraska at Lincoln in
Journalism. He is working
toward his Master’s

“Nate brings to this position a
strong development, alumni
relations, event management,
writing and communications
background and an equally
important understanding of
our mission and values,” said
Mercy High School President,
Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM.
He is a current advisory board
member of the Ignatian Volunteer
Corps and a former member of
the Jesuit Partnership Council of
Omaha. He and his wife Janet
are active at St. Stephen the
Martyr Parish where their three
children currently attend school.
Jim Pogge, former Vice
President for Advancement, has
moved to Phoenix, Arizona.
8
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May Crowning Tradition
One of the most beloved traditions at
Mercy High School is May Crowning.
This ceremony honors Mary
by selecting a May Queen, a
senior girl who exemplifies the
qualities of Mary, and having
her crown Mary’s statue with
a circlet of flowers. The classes
recites a decade of the rosary
and seniors wear their cap
and gowns for the first time
Madeline Elsasser was this year’s
Queen, and is part of a family
legacy at Mercy. Her mother,
Aryn Vacanti, graduated in
1998 and was a member of
11
9

May Court her freshmen year,
and her grandmother, Teresa
Vancura Vacanti graduated in
1973. She is the oldest of three
children; her younger sister,
Emma was a freshman this
year at Mercy, and her younger
brother, attends Holy Cross.
To read more about her
involvement at Mercy go to
Mercy’s website at
https://www.mercyhigh.org/
news/may-crowninghonors-mary-students/.

Joining her in the May Court and
pictured here:
Back row left to right: Seniors Molly BartekMiller and Hope Fett. Front row left to right:
Freshman, Samantha Burns; Sophomore, Sabori
Cervantes; Junior, Anne Laferla; Queen, Madeline
Elsasser; Junior, Faustina Szalewski; Sophomore,
Katherine Geist ;and Freshman, Clara Jones.
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Alumna Appointed Principal
Mercy alumna, mom,
administrator, and teacher,
Kristi Walters Wessling ’88, was
appointed Mercy’s new Principal
effective July 1, 2018. Kristi, the
former Assistant Principal for
Academics, has been a teacher and
administrator for 23 years and
has deep ties with the school.
During her time at Mercy, Kristi
has taught or chaired the math
and business departments,
was a sponsor for Student
Council and member of the
Curriculum Committee. In 2015,
she chaired the AdvancED
Accreditation team conducting
surveys, analyzing results and
preparing data for the external
accreditation group report.
Mercy exceeded the AdvancED
Network Averages in every
category. She also helped
introduce the Understanding
by Design philosophy for lesson
planning to faculty members.
She holds a Master’s
Degree in Secondary
School Administration from
Creighton University and
a Bachelor of Science in
Education from the University
of Nebraska at Omaha.
“I am especially pleased with
Kristi’s strong commitment to
Mercy Catholic education and
her institutional knowledge
of the school which will be

invaluable as
our momentum
moves the
school forward,”
said President,
Sr. Delores
Hannon, RSM.
A Mercy mom,
her daughters
Caitlyn Wessling
Milone, M. D. ’08
and Rebecca ’13
graduated from
the school. Her
youngest daughter, Abigail,
is an incoming freshman.
Kristi is also on the School
Board at St. Pius/St. Leo
School and its Education
Committee. She has been
a volunteer volleyball coach
there, as well as at the YMCA.
When asked about her
appointment Kristi said, “As
principal, I will continue to
pursue academic excellence,
a strong Catholic identity
and faith development, and
the promotion of the values

and charisms of the Sisters of
Mercy for all our students.”

“As principal, I will
continue to pursue
academic excellence,
a strong Catholic
identity and faith
development, and
the promotion of the
values and charisms
of the Sisters of Mercy
for all our students.”
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1960s

on the feast days of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, in the daily prayers
of the Discalced Carmelite
Community at Holy Hill, and in
all benefits granted by the Holy
See to the Mass Union. This
perpetual enrollment extends
beyond the individual’s lifetime.
She also had a Mass said at
Holy Cross Church on Sunday,
May 27, 2018, in honor of the
class graduating from Mercy
50 years ago on that day.

1990s
The Class of 2018 are inducted into the Alumnae Association.

At this year’s Baccalaureate,
each senior received a yellow
rose and were inducted into the
Alumnae Association. Helping
with the ceremony were
Katherine Militti Coniglio ’67,
grandmother of Cece
Coniglio ’18, and Margaret
Smith Bragg ’66, grandmother
to Emily Bragg ’18.

Pictured left to right were: Deacon George and Becky
Lane Elster ’68, Hughleen Thorsen, Pam Thornton ’68,
Judy Czarnek ’68, Pat Gallagher Wicht ’68, Bernie
Smith ’68, and Father Ralph O’Donnell.

In January 2018, Hughleen
Thorsen ’68 enrolled all her
classmates, living and deceased,
in the Holy Hill Mass Union at
the National Shrine of Mary at
Holy Hill in Hubertus, Wisconsin.
This perpetual enrollment is in
honor of the 50th anniversary of
their graduation from Mercy. All
classmates are remembered at
the Masses said every Saturday
at the Shrine, at the 12 Masses
13
11

Kudos to Mary Ann Wieberg
Tietjen ’90 for her support
of Mercy High School during
Omaha Gives! 2018 Her Cheer
Page “Mercy Girls Give Back”
earned Mercy a $1,000 prize
for raising the most dollars
with a personal ask!

2010s
Tianna Bankhead ’12 graduated
from the University of Nebraska
at Lincoln in December 2016
and traveled abroad to South
Korea and England. She just
completed her first year of
teaching English Language
Learner (ELL) classes in the
Lincoln Public Schools. Tianna
is also working as a research
assistant this summer and
completing her Master’s
degree next summer.

her many accomplishments
in competition, classroom,
and community.
Bridget O’Connell ’13 visited
French classes at Mercy in
early May and talked about
her experiences studying
and living in France.
Calla Kessler ’14 was named
the White House News
Photographer Association’s
Student Photographer of
the Year in June 2018.
Frances Meng-Frecker ’15
is attending college at Regis
University in Denver and is
now on a study abroad in
Palmerston North on the North
Island of New Zealand. Last
summer she worked as an
intern for a Portland, Oregon
magazine called Eyes and Edge
http://eyesandedge.com/.
The International Studies
Abroad group has her taking
photos for their photo gallery,
as well as blogging.

From left to right: Lauren Theiler ’17, Queen 2016;
Gina Troia ’20, Queen 2018; Alyssa Turnquist ’17,
Queen 2017; and Katelyn Turnquist ’14, Queen 2015.

Bridget Blessie ’13.

Bridget Blessie ’13 was
awarded Female Athlete of
the Year for Missouri Western
University. She was chosen for

Mercy Girls have been crowned
queen of the Santa Lucia
festival four years in a row!
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Weddings

In Memoriam
We extend sympathy to the families and friends of those
alumnae whose deaths were communicated to the
Advancement Office from March 1, 2018-June 30, 2018. We try
to make this list as accurate as possible. Please inform Naomi
Chambers at chambersn@mercyhigh.org if we missed anyone.
Sr. M. Jeananne Sutton, RSM SJ ’41
Florence Gehringer Hart SM ’41
Dorothy Tesar Hettinger SJ ’43
Mildred Gruidel Zadina SJ ’45
Sr. M. Janel Sawatzki, RSM SJ ’47
Dorothy Kastl Thomas SM ’48

Rachel Burns Craig ’11 married
Tom Craig on April 28, 2018.

Births

Rita Mae Brady SM ’49
Mary Joan Roadruck Fenton SM ’49
Virginia Miller Savatovic SJ ’50
Mary Louisa Nocita Kelly SJ ’51
Beverly Miller Donahue SJ ’52
Dolores Chladek Charvat SM ’53
Sharon Gilmore DiMauro ’56
Bernice Kucirek Boutwell ’58
Katherine Rysavy Neale ’58
Loretta Kearney Siegele ’58
Janet Frenzer Arkfeld ’59
Mary C. Palmesano ’59
Sharon Howard Morford ’62
Madeleine Coffey Miller ’66
Nanci Harris Thomas ’67
Crystal Lucht ’71
Ellen Westwood Riskowski ’77

Rachel Markey Anderson ’04
and her husband David
welcomed their third boy,
Caleb Mac on March 21, 2018.
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