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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Road Maps
We often talk about the road maps in our lives,
how we navigate our journeys, often having to
overcome “bumps in the road,” take detours or
plan alternative routes. Usually at the end of those
trips, however, we have personally grown and
become stronger. Such is the case with Mercy’s navigation of COVID-19.
Although the pandemic has made us all face unforeseen challenges,
one of the outcomes of COVID-19 has been the reaffirmation of the
importance of quality education. There has also been a resurgence in
understanding, valuing and honoring the critical impact teachers have on
the success of students. Here at Mercy our faculty and staff are the most
important asset we have. Their commitment and dedication to ensure
each student reaches her full potential is unwavering. Our teachers are
embracing technology, offering in-class and “zoom” learning, and continue
to adjust to the new “norm.” And throughout all of this is our continued
faith in God, who journeys with all of us.
In that spirit, we have also had to adjust FIESTA 2021. This will be a virtual
event with a FIESTA At-Home celebration. (see article page 3) With financial
issues facing many of our Mercy families due to the pandemic, your
support of FIESTA is needed more than ever. In fact, last year we provided
close to $2 million in tuition assistance, the most ever at the school. At the
same time, we will be honoring Sr. Corrine Connelly, RSM ’58, with the
Cor Misericordiae Award, the school’s highest honor. (see article page 4)
Speaking of honors, I would be remiss if I did not thank our generous
donors whose gifts made our new Hannon Family Academic Success
Center a reality. I can’t tell you how honored and surprised I am that this
space has been named for my family and how important this collaborative
working environment is in achieving student success.
The theme of road maps can be seen throughout this issue of The
Mercian. The Board of Trustees has embarked on a strategic planning
process for the next three years. See article on page 2. I also wish to
welcome Kimberlyn Yolanda Oliver ’98 as a new Board Member. See
article on the same page.
As a special feature, we also have included in this issue the Mercy
Monarchs Atlas section. Our Monarchs have migrated across the country
and the world. We tried catching up with at least one Mercy alumna in
each state to find out what they are doing and how Mercy impacts them
even today. (see page 16-28) We also had an opportunity to talk with two
former exchange students who live overseas.
Please continue to pray for us. Wishing you joy and peace in the new year,
Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM
President
1
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Strategic Plan to Emphasize
our Welcoming Community
Mercy’s Board of Trustees has
undertaken a three-year strategic
planning process to outline goals
and directions for 2021-2024. A
renewed emphasis will be on the
Mercy pillar of being welcoming to
all and how that principle will be
lived and practiced by the Board,
school leadership, faculty, staff,
students and alumnae.
Areas of focus include:
• Mercy Charisms and Core Values:
Increasing and enhancing efforts
to counter racism, fostering an
environment of inclusion, cultural
humility and strategic imperatives
that are rooted in the teachings of
Catherine McAuley. This goal aligns
with the discussion in the last
Mercian about cultural humility.

Already the Sisters of Mercy ’s
Critical Concerns including racism
are being integrated into the
school’s curriculum.
• Academic Excellence and
Forming Women of Mercy:
Mercy will ensure academic
excellence by addressing the
school’s opportunities for
improvement identified through
the accreditation process and will
further adopt the characteristics
that the Mercy Education System
of America (MESA) articulates in
their upcoming presentation of
core values.
• Advancement and Community
Engagement: Mercy will continue
aggressive efforts in advancement,
student recruitment and retention,

alumnae engagement and
community awareness to increase
enrollment and to raise funds to
support the mission.
• Leadership: The school will
undertake a comprehensive
review of rules of governance and
procedures to assure leadership
transition and that all the goals of
the strategic plan are supported.
• Operational and Financial
Sustainability: Mercy will
ensure efficient and prudent
management of resources and
will develop protocols to ensure a
seamless continuity of operations
in all areas.
Once finalized, the strategic plan will
be published.

Mercy Adds Board Member
Kimberlyn
Yolanda Oliver,
Ed.D., ’98 was
appointed
by the Mercy
Education
System of the
Americas to
the Mercy High School Board of
Trustees effective January 2021.
Mercy is a sponsored by the Sisters
of Mercy the Americas.
Kimberlyn, a Mercy graduate,
currently serves as Assistant Principal
at Holy Name Catholic School and
has been an educator for 13 years.
The majority of her career has been
as a classroom teacher, but she was
also a Program Director and Grant
Manager for Upward Bound and

an Education Specialist for a local
nonprofit. She also served as an
Admissions Counselor for two l
ocal colleges. She received her
Bachelor of Science in Sociology
with a Criminal Justice emphasis
from Kansas State University,
Manhattan, Kansas; a Master of
Science in Elementary Education
from the University of Phoenix;
and her second Master of Science
in Educational Administration
and Supervision from Concordia
College in Seward, Nebraska.
In 2019, she earned her Ed.D. in
Professional Leadership, Inquiry and
Transformation from Concordia
University, Portland, Oregon.
Kim has been married to her
husband, Ray, for eight years, and

they are the proud parents of
three boys, Malachi, Micah and
Matthias. Kim is actively involved
in her church, Solid Rock Christian
Center, and other professional
and community groups which
include the Diversity and Equity
Committee of the Archdiocese
of Omaha, Undoing Racism
subcommittee; American
Educational Research Association;
American Federation of Teachers;
and Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development.
“Being part of this ministry for
Mercy allows me to be a strong
advocate for education, for young
women and their families and for
policies that impact students,” said
Kimberlyn.
2
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FIESTA 2021 Has a New Look

Sr. Corrine to Receive
Cor Misericordiae Award

FIESTA 2021: “Saints & Superheroes”
is going to have a new look and
feel this year as we go virtual
for the first time in the school’s
history because of COVID-19. This
theme gives a nod to the unique
challenges of the current year with
a focus on the positive. During
times of trial, who are those in
your life that provide assistance
or encouragement? These are our
Saints & Superheroes!
This fundraising event on
February 20, 2021, is more
important than ever. Deserving
students are counting on us for
tuition assistance with just under
$2 million distributed last year alone.
At the same time, this year’s
Cor Misericordiae Award, the

school’s highest honor, will be given
to Sr. Corrine Connelly, RSM, ‘58.
Sr. Corrine was principal of Mercy
High School from 1978-1988. See
article on page 4.
By shifting FIESTA to a virtual event,
there are even more opportunities
to connect online and create
innovative ways to come together
to celebrate. The FIESTA team has
been working hard to develop
unique ways for you to be part
of this festive event. We won’t be
charging for tickets, allowing as
many people as possible to lend
their support.
Watch for updates on social
media and check the FIESTA tab
at www.mercyhigh.org for new
information.

Sr. Corrine Connelly ’58, RSM, has been part of the fabric of
Mercy High School throughout her life. From being a student,
an active alumna, an educator, a mentor, a principal, a Board
Member and a volunteer, Sr. Corrine’s commitment to Mercy
holds a special place in her heart.

Here’s how you can
make an immediate
impact on FIESTA:

Order a FIESTA To-Go.
Each box will include snacks, swag and sweets
for two—all you need to celebrate FIESTA!

Purchase a raffle ticket.
A $100 raffle ticket will enter you for a chance
to win $10,000

Underwrite the event with
a gift in support of Mercy.
FIESTA may look different, but the needs of
Mercy remain the same. Help us continue to live
our mission of inspiring young girls to become
confident Women of Mercy!

3
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In recognition of her dedication to
the school, Sr. Corrine will receive
the highest award Mercy bestows,
the Cor Misericordiae Award, at
FIESTA 2021.
As a student at St. Mary’s High
School, the school that eventually
merged with St. John’s to form
Mercy, Sr. Corrine helped move
boxes to the school’s current
location at 48th and Woolworth.
Her four sisters also went to Mercy.
They are Mary Jean Connelly
Harrington ’57, Marcy Connelly
Peterson ’64, Tish Connelly ’65
and Priscilla Connelly Quinn ’68.
Sr. Corrine was active in speech,
drama and choir. The school did
not have sanctioned sports during
Sr. Corrine’s high school years, but
she especially enjoyed dancing
to the jukebox in the gym (now
Franey Hall) at lunch time with her
classmates where she “perfected
her moves.” She formed lifelong
relationships with classmates
and still gets together with them
socially. Although she enjoyed
math and Latin, Sr. Corrine was
put in the business class rotation
where she learned typing, finance
and more.
“Mercy gave me a group of friends,
lifelong friends, that still get
together. These friendships are
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one of the greatest gifts in my life,
besides my vocation, which was
fostered during my years at Mercy
High School,” she said.
In September of 1958, she joined
the Sisters of Mercy community
at the College of Saint Mary (CSM).
Sr. Corrine entered with 30 young
women, including 14 classmates
from Mercy. During the next five
years she received her religious
training and took college courses.
She earned her degree in English
in 1963 with a minor in French. She
embarked on a lifelong career in
education that next fall.
Sr. Corrine taught sixth and eighth
grades at St. Bernard’s Catholic
School in Omaha for five years
from 1963-1968. She then moved
to Kansas City, Missouri, and
became a high school teacher at
Cardinal Glennon High School, an
all-girls school, where she taught
French and English for three years.
Sr. Corrine’s next assignment
was at St. Mary’s High School in
Independence, Missouri, where
she was a French teacher and vice
principal for five years from
1971-1976. She also found time to

complete her Master’s Degree in
Education from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln in 1972.
Sr. Corrine moved back to the
Omaha area in 1976. She taught
French and was vice principal
at St. Albert High School in
Council Bluffs, Iowa. She became
the principal of Mercy High School
in 1978 and held that position for
10 years.

“I think my biggest
contribution at Mercy
was instilling more
pride in the school and
bringing an elevated
school spirit back. I
appreciated our sports
programs and attended
every game and
match. We won the
state championship in
volleyball my first year
at Mercy, coached by
Holly McCoy, the firstyear coach,” she said.

Speaking of sports, Sr. Corrine credits
her classmate and friend Carol Neill
Casey ’58 with starting the soccer
program, serving as its first coach,
and beginning Twelfth Night, which
eventually became FIESTA.
Student enrollment at Mercy
was low when Sr. Corrine arrived
as principal. She invested in
building renovations, new
parking on Woolworth St. and
the east side of the building,
other school improvements and
began a student recruitment
program. By the time she left,
Mercy’s enrollment had almost
doubled. She recognized the
value of telling Mercy’s story and
created publications to make the
community aware of Mercy.
“I could not have achieved what I
did at Mercy without the support of
many people. For example, former
principal Carolyn Jaworski ’64
served as my vice principal and
helped me accomplish many
things at the school. Other alumnae
and friends came forward and
added their talents to the journey
we were taking to make this school
grow,” she said
Reflecting on her years at Mercy, Sr.
Corrine said, “Wherever I go I tout
Mercy, telling them how wonderful
Mercy High School is. The students,
faculty and staff are amazing.”
After her time as Mercy’s principal,
Sr. Corrine served as principal at
Bishop LeBlond High School in
St. Joseph, Missouri from 1989-2003.
During her tenure construction
on a football field, gymnasium,
a new chapel, office space and
commons area began. Following
that assignment, she returned to
Omaha where she ministered
for 10 years at College of Saint Mary.
“I was an administrative assistant
for Athletics at CSM and
thoroughly enjoyed that job. I

5
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think sports has a way of bringing
people together and instilling
spirit,” she said.
Sr. Corrine retired in 2014. She,
along with Sr. Johneen Owens ’58,
is helping a family in the local
area with groceries, utility bills, car
repairs and “anything else they
need.” This project of love came
about when Sr. Kathleen Erickson,
who was visiting undocumented
women in county jail, was looking
for help with their families during
Christmas. This effort is now going
on its third year.
“The family means the world to me
and the kids call us grandma and
we love it when we go to visit,”
Sr. Corrine said.
She also currently volunteers for
the Sisters of Mercy, West Midwest,
at Mercy High School in the
Advancement Department and
as a Mercy Mentor. She is starting
her 20th year as a member of the
Board of Directors for Mercy High
School and has been on several
different search committees for
leadership at Mercy over the years.
“Mercy is a tremendous, wonderful
school. I encourage people to visit
and see for themselves, especially
prospective parents and students
as well as donors, what a great
place it is. Once you are exposed
to it, there is a spirit that envelopes
you. Mercy is the best,” she said.

...............................................................................................................................................................................

Photography:
Page 4: Sr. Corrine in her habit and today.
Page 5: Sr. Corrine, former Principal Mercy
High School, answering the phone.
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Students Express Gratitude
During these unique and challenging times, we asked several Mercy
students to share what they are grateful for these days. Here are a few
of their responses:

Landry Lehan | freshman

“I am so grateful for my
new friends. Everyone is
so kind and welcoming
and my friends are the
best parts of Mercy.”
Rose Wallich | sophomore

“I’m thankful for my wonderful
friends and family always
being there for me. They are all
always there when I need them
most. God has blessed me with
wonderful people in my life and
I’m so thankful for them all.”

Karina Rief | junior

“I am thankful for my cats
who keep me company
during my Zoom classes.”

Poya Nyenga | senior

“I am most thankful for
having the opportunity
to have a second family
at Mercy.”

6
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ALUMNAE FEATURE

The Journey Was Worth It
For Barbara A. Young ’57, her journey to Mercy was just that, a journey.
uncle by Barbara
and her siblings. He
encouraged her to
attend Mercy. She
skipped a year in
grade school and was
a very young high
school student, but
that did not stop her
from being involved
in everything the
school had to offer
including speech,
drama and theatre.
She met many good
friends, including
her friend to this day,
Maureen McGrath ’57.

SCHOOL NEWS

Mercy Day Play Strikes Chord
This year’s Mercy Day featured a play that depicted not only the life
and times of Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy,
but also dealt with today’s themes of social justice, racism and more.
The play was shared via video and
continued the traditions of unveiling
the seniors who portray McAuley.
This is considered one of the
biggest honors students can receive
and is voted on by the senior class.
Alumnae from across the country
were sent a link to the video so they
could celebrate this tradition.
This year’s two Catherine McAuleys
were Anou Akot, who served as
the narrator of the play, and Kateri
Pantoja, who portrayed the younger
Catherine dressed in a habit. Anou
is Senior Class President, this year’s
Nocturne Queen, a member of
Operation Others and Yearbook
Club. The student-athlete has run
cross country, is a triple jumper in
7
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track & field and played basketball
all four years. She received the
Believers and Achievers award in
November. A member of St. Mary’s
Church in Bellevue, she also has
been a Mercy Student Ambassador
for four years. She plans to major in
Chemistry and Pre-Med in college.
“This is a tremendous honor and I
take it very seriously. I cherish every
moment I have had with this senior
class,” she said.
Kateri has participated in theatre,
Mercy High Singers, Show Choir
and Divina Club all four years. She
played the role of Widder Matilda
“Mattie” Sparks in the fall play, “The
Wishin’ Tree.” She is a member of

the National Honor Society and
St. Columbkille Church.
“I remember as a freshman
watching the Mercy Day play.
Now to be honored to play the
role of Catherine is unbelievable
and wonderful. I am truly blessed
because I love Mercy.”
After graduation, she plans to go
to college and major in Elementary
Education.
....................................................................................................................................................................................

Photography:
Pictured left to right: Ellee Houghtaling, Mercy Day Play
director; Kateri Pantoja, Anou Akot and Carolyn Klein,
Mercy Play director.

For two years, she took the bus
from her home near St. Benedict
the Moor Parish in North Omaha
to St. John’s on Creighton
University’s campus. In 1955,
when Mercy moved to its current
location, Barbara added an
additional bus transfer to and
from school. In her words, “Mercy
was worth it!”
Her parish pastor, Fr. John J.
Killoren, S.J., was a family friend
and was considered almost an

Barbara matriculated
to the College of St.
Mary and graduated
with a Bachelor of
Science degree in
Medical Record
Library Sciences.
She turned that
into an extended
career when, in 1968,
she began to work
for the Veterans
Administration
as Chief Medical Information
Section at the VA Center in
Manhattan. While there, Barbara
embarked upon graduate studies
by attending evening classes at
Baruch College/City University of
New York from which she earned
a Master of Public Administration
(MPA) degree. She continued her
Veterans Administration position
until her retirement in 1999.
She then got her feet wet in
politics by working as a Policy

Analyst for Manhattan Borough
President C. Virginia Fields. During
that time Barbara researched
healthcare programs for uninsured
persons throughout the country.
Subsequently, when Ms. Fields ran
for mayor of New York City, she
hired Barbara as her Coordinator of
Campaign Volunteers.
Ms. Fields did not win the election,
but this experience motivated
Barbara to continue working. She
was hired as a Career Specialist
at the John Jay College of
Criminal Justice/CUNY where she
counseled students and shared her
knowledge of and experience with
career issues as a manager and a
staff member. She continued in
this capacity for ten years.
Barbara, her younger sister Audrey,
and older brother Webster still
own and maintain the house they
grew up in and return to Omaha
every August to gather with
friends and family. They make
sure that the adjacent yard where
a home garden was maintained
(the pride and joy of their father)
is cared for during the spring
and summer months. Barbara
remains active in the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority. She was initiated
by Omaha’s city chapter, Gamma
Beta, when she was a sophomore
at the College of St. Mary Chapter
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

Photography:
Barbara Young ’57 pictured in front of the Women’s
Rights Pioneers monument in Central Park, New York.
8

1/19/21 2:53 PM

Winter 2020

The Mercian Volume 47, Number 19

Sr. Marilyn Wallace ’60, theology with
Mrs. Vankat and Show Choir.

Agnese Stafecka
Lukevica ’99

Alejandra (Lexi) Piotti

“Being an exchange student had a
big impact on my life. Everything
changed for me. I could speak
English ﬂuently. I went on to
college, studied drama and writing
and graduated in 1986. I now write
short stories; I am working on a
novel and work with children in
theatre.”
Now living in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Lexi is
extremely grateful for her experience at Mercy.
ALUMNAE NEWS

Exchange Students
Recall Mercy Memories
Mercy High School’s family extends throughout the world. Not
only does Mercy have alumnae living and working overseas, the
school has often welcomed international exchange students.
Alejandra Piotti, or Lexi as she was known, was at
Mercy in 1981 coming from Argentina. She always
wanted to be an exchange student because she
had a thirst for knowledge and wanted to study
and converse in English.
“My parents looked for an exchange experience
that would satisfy my hunger for knowledge and
9
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adventure. They found the Open Door Program
and I got my chance. I used to translate Beatles’
songs with a dictionary by my side.”
While at Mercy, Lexi stayed with the Tomcykowski
family. She remembers Drama Club, basketball games,
poetry, Concert Choir and Prom Announcement
featuring a take on the play “Hello Dolly.”

“It was a happy time for me. It
helped me with my language skills.
I am still in contact with my host
family on Facebook and wear my
Monarch jacket with pride.”
For Agnese Stafecka Lukevica ’99, the
opportunity to attend Mercy came about through
the Global Outreach Program. She graduated in
1998 from Riga Catholic High School, the only
Catholic high school in Latvia at the time, which
was part of this program. Its goal was to give
Eastern European students the opportunity to
spend one year in the United States with the aim
to develop leadership skills, deepen spiritual life
and experience American culture.
While at Mercy Agnese enjoyed art and music.
She fulfilled a life-long dream by learning to play
the flute. She also enjoyed French class with

“There is a unique and special
atmosphere at Mercy. I had an
incredible host family, Dale and
Melinda Kreher and their family. The
Mercy traditions were very special,
and I remember them all. I’ll never
forget that year at the school.”
As a result of her Mercy experience. Agnese
began two activities at her local parish when she
returned home. The first called Bring the Light
Campaign involved having younger people in
collaboration with the parish priest, visit older
people during the holidays who no longer were
able to attend church because of health issues.
“We brought light to their eyes and that campaign
lasted for 10 years.”
Another effort was the creation of a parish
newspaper, where young people helped with
content, design and logistics. The project also
lasted 10 years and now the parish has a website.
After graduating from Mercy, Agnese returned
to Latvia and continued studies at the Latvian
Academy of Culture majoring in Arts (Sociology
of Culture). She also had an opportunity to be
an exchange student in Finland at Tampere
University during her college years. She graduated
from the Academy in 2003, went on and obtained
a Master’s Degree in Social Sciences in 2006
and now works in the public sector dealing with
European and international issues.
Interestingly she, her husband and one daughter
split their time between Jurmala, a city by the
sea, and the country. Her husband is a certified
beekeeper and sells honey online.
“I still remember as a fundraiser at Mercy we sold
honey bear bottles door to door and now my family
does it.”
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Mx12

Planned Giving
With a planned gift to Mercy High School,
combine your desire to give a deserving
student the opportunity for a Mercy education
with your overall financial, tax, and estate
planning goals. Planned giving provides you
with a special connection to Mercy. You will
help those wanting a faith-based, quality
education for now and for years to come.
Gift commitments or bequests through a
will or trust, life insurance, or beneficiary
designations for qualified retirement plans
such as your 401(k) or IRA can be used.

Support
Mercy Now

2) Let the automated system
do the work for you.
Mx12 gives you full control of your support of
Mercy. The school receives a steady, predictable
stream of donations in support of the
Negotiated Tuition Program, and our Mercy
Girls get the opportunity of a Mercy Education.

Thanks to the generosity of the
Heider Family Foundation and
the Lozier Foundation, our newly
renovated Academic Success
Center has been named in honor
of Sr. Delores and her family:

the Hannon Family Academic
Success Center.
Students can study, receive
peer tutoring or collaborate on
projects in the new center.

If interested in participating in any of these efforts, please
contact Nate Driml, Vice President for Advancement at
402.553.9424 or drimln@mercyhigh.org or go to Mercy’s
website at mercyhigh.org/get-involved/ways-to-give.

You can make an investment in Mercy’s
mission and a student’s future by providing
funds to support a scholarship or tuition
assistance. There are two options available.
Operational Scholarship
• Underwrite an operational scholarship. This
can be a one-time gift, or something that
occurs annually. The amount is based off
your preference.
Endowed Scholarship
• Endow a scholarship at a $25,000 level,
with appropriate name recognition,
through a one-time gift or by pledging this
amount and making a series of additional
gifts over months or years. Once at the
$25,000 level, five percent or approximately
$1,250 would be distributed into perpetuity.
Family and friends can also add to this
scholarship anytime.

FINAL_Mercian_WINTER21_011921_spreads.indd 13-14

1) Simply decide how much
you want to give each month.

Hannon Family
Academic Success Center

Go to: donatenow.networkforgood.org/Mx12.

Scholarships and
Tuition Assistance

11

Looking for an easy way to plan your donations
to Mercy High School? Set up an automatic
gift like you would for a car payment. We have
created a monthly giving club: Mercy x 12, or
Mx12 for short. It’s a simple process:

MERCY NEWS

McAuley Scholars
The McAuley Scholars Program empowers
young women with limited financial means,
to achieve academic success and to reach
their full potential through access to a college
preparatory, faith-based education. Mercy is
the acknowledged, historic leader in Omaha
of a diverse and inclusive all-girls Catholic high
school. Mercy’s racial and socio-economic mix
parallels Omaha’s demographic profile, which
creates a welcoming environment for girls
from every residential zip code in the Metro
area. In fact, the school’s mission reiterates
that any deserving student should be able
to go to the college-prep school. However
close to thirty percent of our students come
from low-income families (qualified for
free and reduced lunches and living below
poverty level) and need tuition assistance.
The program provides $5,000 in scholarships
for these designated students annually for
four years as long as they meet educational
standards of the school.

...............................................................................................................................................................................

Photography:
Left, pictured left to right: Scott Heider, Cindy Heider
and Sr. Delores Hannon, RSM
Above, pictured left to right: College Access Assistant,
Josah Driml Powers ’98 meets with senior Cree
Howard about her college plans.
Above middle and bottom: Students studying in the
conference room, that can also host college admissions
discussions.
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Announcements
Memorial Mass
This year’s Mass on Saturday,
November 7, was a virtual
celebration of the life of loved
ones lost and all who have been
memorialized at Mercy. Presiding
was Fr. Kevin Schneider, SJ, who is
also a Mercy Board Member.

2020 Nocturne Royalty
Although there was no dance, the
students selected this year’s Nocturne
Royalty. Pictured left to right are
Sophomore Princess, Amaya Sims;
Queen, Senior Anou Akot; and
Junior Princess Melany Davis.

Fall Plays
As a result of the hybrid schedule
of the school and the need to
minimize large groups in close
proximity, Mercy produced two
one-act plays back-to-back this fall.
They were “If Sherlock Holmes Were
a Woman” and “The Wishin’ Tree.”

“Not only did this
approach meet the
challenges presented
by COVID-19, it opened
the door to shorter
comedies that provided
a much-needed laugh
and escape,” said
Joshua von Kampen,
Theatre Director.

Alumnae Pumpkin
Carving
A group of alumnae gathered to
paint pumpkins and enjoy seasonal
drinks and snacks while socially
distancing at the Autumn Alumnae
Happy Hour.

Annual Christmas Event
Ninety-four families visited
Santa and took their Christmas
Celebration To-Go at Mercy’s
annual Christmas event.
Pictured here are members of
the Alumnae Council and staff
with Mrs. Claus, a.k.a Sr. Delores
Hannon, RSM, President, and Santa
Claus, Mercy parent Travis Wulf.

Mercy’s fall sports teams received
the following accolades:
• The Golf team went to State.
Qualifiers included Clare Gonka,
Grace Gonka, Lilee Surdell and
Ava Wulf.
• Lilee Surdell-Eichten finished 19th
overall at State Golf.
• The Cross Country team went to
State. Qualifiers included:
Anou Akot, Ellie Brock, Danie
Hoer, Cecilia Martinez, Marissa
Vargas and Anna Youell.
• Anna Youell finished 11th overall
at State.
• All-RCC Volleyball: Ellie Dougherty
• All-RCC Cross Country: Anna
Youell
• All-RCC Golf: Grace Gonka and
Lilee Surdell

Monarch 5K Fundraiser
The Mercy Monarch 5K student
fundraiser was a new event this
fall, replacing the annual Food
Sale. During the month of October
students were challenged to
walk or run 5K (3.12 miles) while
raising funds to support the
Negotiated Tuition Program.
Students tried a variety of ways
to accomplish their goals from
walking with their families to
riding horses to cartwheels and
more. The event raised $22,500.

Fall Sports Honors

Golf Fest Tees up a Success
Thank you to the golfers and volunteers who joined us on the course at
this year’s Driving for Excellence Golf Fest! Nearly $50,000 was raised
and 144 golfers participated. The event supports our unique Negotiated
Tuition Program, making a Mercy education available to any student who
desires it. In 2019-20, close to $2 million was given in tuition support.
We want to offer special congratulations to the champions:
Women’s Flight First Place:
Emily Gonderinger ’09, Christine
Gonderinger ’12, Jesse Gonderinger
Sullivan ’05 and Mary Gonderinger

Martin and Tom Lantry

Women’s Flight Second Place:
Therese McGrath ’69, Chris Rix ’73,
Patricia Reding and Holly
Holdenried

Mixed Flight Second Place:
Annie Messersmith, Patrick
Bresnahan, Kathy Burnham and
Bobby Burnham

Men’s Flight First Place: Bob
Gonderinger, Bob Bertsch, Bob
Tatten and Michael Piernicky

Mixed Flight First Place: Judy Jarecki
Boner ’79, Ron Boner, Dani Boner
Micek ’05 and Bri Boner Stovall ’07

A special shout-out to Todd Thorson
for his hole-in-one on hole 13.

Men’s Flight Second Place: Mark
Davis, Dr. Richard Macdonald, Greg

• Anou Akot received the Believers
and Achievers award.
• All-River City Conference (RCC)
Softball: Clare Coniglio and
Victoria Placzek

Pictured above, Clara Jones as Shirley Holmes, the
wannabe sleuth in “If Sherlock Holmes Were a Woman.”
On right: Molly Vankat playing Gramma Twiggins in
“The Wishin’ Tree.”

Every student is expected to
raise $200 profit through the
Mercy Monarch 5K, the spring
Plant Sale or through personal
donations. The 5K is one of two
student fundraisers sponsored
annually to help students
participate in funding Mercy High
School’s educational programs.

A foursome featuring French teacher Rebecca Rhoads and friends at this year’s event.
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Alabama

ALUMNAE FEATURE

5 alumnae

Dog’s Best Friend
Stacy Jacobson Engebretson, Ph.D. ’05
just might be a dog’s best friend.
This resident of Kalamazoo,
Michigan, is the Director of Canine
Enrichment and Behavior at the
SPCA (Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals) of Southwest
Michigan. Her journey to this career
is an interesting one.
After graduating from Mercy, Stacy
began her undergraduate studies
at South Dakota State University.
She loved Psychology and her
professors encouraged her to
apply to graduate school. In 2009
she was accepted to Western
Michigan University’s Applied
Behavior Analysis Program and
began studying in the Behavioral
Psychopharmacology Lab.
“While working on my master’s
degree, I became heavily involved
in teaching the Applied Animal
Behavior Analysis Practicum. In
short, it is an undergraduate course
that uses the principles of behavior
analysis to train dogs at local animal
shelters. I was enthralled and began
devouring as much information as I
could that would benefit the shelter
dogs. I sat for my certified pet
dog training exam and became a
CPDT-KA (Certified Professional Dog
Trainer-Knowledge Assessed).”
Stacy finished her master’s and
began working on a doctorate.
During her doctoral research phase,
her interest shifted to applied canine
behavior. She wanted to understand
how stressful environments, like
animal shelters, were impacting
animals physiologically. Working
with her advisor, Stacy began
investigating the effectiveness of
music as an enrichment tool for
15
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lowering both physiological and
behavioral indicators of stress in
shelter dogs. She earned her Ph.D. in
Behavior Analysis in 2018 and shortly
thereafter started working at her
current job.
“At the SPCA, I oversee the canine
enrichment program and develop
behavior modification programs
for dogs that are exhibiting
concerning behaviors or need a
little extra work before they are
available for adoption.”
She also holds private training
sessions for owners dealing with
issues typically not addressed in an
obedience class.
Stacy feels that Mercy was
instrumental in helping her
achieve her personal and career
goals: “Mercy introduced me to
critical thinking and how other
published works support your
topic. I knew how to write research
papers before going to college,
which helped me immensely
towards my dissertation.”
The mother of two also uses her
experiences at Mercy to motivate
her to exercise: “I was involved in
cross country and soccer while at
Mercy. Whenever I need motivation
to exercise, I remind myself of
the person that would wake up
early and attend conditioning,
weightlifting, extra practices
and remind myself that I am still
capable of that dedication.”
Stacy continues to have
connections with her classmates
and both of her sisters Angela

Jacobson Weiss ’99 and Rebecca
Jacobson ’02 attended Mercy.
“Some of my best memories are
from Mercy and my friends and
I have a list of ‘remember when’
experiences with my classmates
that still make us laugh. I still have
the letters I received on my senior
retreat and treasure them. All the
teachers were so accepting and
encouraging.”
Stacy also found that she grew in
her faith and she feels the impact
of that today:
“Teachers encouraged us to ask
questions, find answers and not
be satisfied with shrugging and
saying, ‘that’s just what Catholics
do.’ Faith transitioned from
storytelling, nativity plays and
church on Sunday to something
that truly belonged to me. I
learned that social justice is not
an intellectual debate, but a
responsibility to fight for peace.”
Stacy and her family have enjoyed
living in Michigan for the past 10
years because of the variety of things
they can do there. She describes
the state as both agricultural and
nautical, and she loves discovering
new things every day.
For this alumna, Mercy has been an
anchor as she navigates her life.

Monarchs
Take Flight
There is a famous saying,
“Together forever, never apart.
Sometimes in distance, but
never in heart.” Many of our
Monarch graduates have ﬂown
to other parts of the country
and the world. Their journeys
have taken them in numerous
directions, but the tie that
binds is the impact Mercy
High School has had. Enjoy the
following pages that feature
alumnae updates from almost
every state and how Mercy is
part of their lives.

Mary Tomcykowski Fox ’82 might have
graduated from the smallest class at Mercy,
(33) but she learned important values there.
She met her husband, Bob, while attending
the school. He went to Mount Michael.
After graduation, Mary attended Creighton
University and earned a degree in Finance
in 1986. She and her husband, who worked
for the Corps of Engineers, got married three
days after her college commencement and
moved to Wisconsin. She taught preschool for
23 years and now works with special needs
adults. Her husband’s job has taken them to
several states and Korea. They currently reside
in Madison, Alabama.
The mother of two fondly remembers the
Mercy Day plays, especially her senior year
when she was director.
“The Sisters of Mercy set an example for me on
how education can be caring, and I have tried
to emulate them through the years.”

Alaska

5 alumnae
Rita M. Herek Shiffer SM ’53 entered
St. Mary’s located on the corner of 24th and
St. Mary’s Avenue in the fall of 1949 and recalls
an early mantra of one of her Sisters of Mercy
teachers: “Educate a man and you educate an
individual. Educate a woman and you educate
the family!” This has stuck with her as she and
her husband of 63 years, James, have lived
and traveled throughout the United States. For
the past 42 years, they have called Anchorage,
Alaska, home.
After high school, Rita attended the College of
St. Mary and studied Education. She became
a third grade teacher at St. Margaret Mary’s, a
sixth grade teacher in Ralston, Nebraska, as well
as a sixth grade teacher in Maryland. In Alaska,
Rita worked as an administrative officer in the
state’s Solicitor’s Office for nearly 15 years.
She credits the education she received from
the Sisters of Mercy with her work ethic and
faith. This is evidenced by her serving as CoDirector, along with her husband, of Family
Life at the Archdiocese of Anchorage for many
years. The couple has four children and six
grandkids. They enjoy parking their motor
home along the Kenai River so Jim can fish and
Rita can read. They also enjoy cooking together.
Her favorite memory of her time at St. Mary’s
was lunch in the “green room” where lots of
socializing with her classmates always occurred.
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Arizona

California

Lauren E. Pogge Hinton ’10 works for one
of the largest K-12 educational materials
companies in the world in the Phoenix,
Arizona area. She has worked at several
marketing opportunities since graduating
from Creighton University with a Bachelor
of Business Administration in Marketing
in 2014. She ultimately fell in love with
sales operations.

When Betsy Holmes ’01
realized that she
graduated from Mercy 20
years ago, she reflected on
the passing of time: “I don’t
feel old enough for the
babies that were being born when I was in
college to be in college now, but here I am.”

135 alumnae

She moved to Arizona in 2018 after marrying
her college sweetheart, Tyler Hinton.
While at Mercy, Lauren was active in sports,
Show Choir, Speech, Theatre and Student
Ambassadors.
“Something I took for granted as a Mercy
student, but I now realize is vastly important
is that Mercy is a school where you can be
yourself and try everything and anything.”
Her favorite tradition was Prom
Announcement (PA) and as a junior she
was the Costume and Prop Mistress for the
PA performance of the “Wizard of Oz.”
“What I loved about this show was how the
students and faculty truly came together
to create a one-of-a-kind performance for
the eager seniors to find out what their
prom would be live. The Mercy family
knows how to have fun.”

Arkansas

18 alumnae
Danielle Marshall ’97 has lived in
Little Rock, Arkansas, since 2014. She
completed her Master’s Degree in
Emergency Management and Homeland
Security in December of 2018, owns a
small consulting company and works as a
federal contractor for FEMA.
In her free time, Danielle volunteers
for non-profit organizations that focus
on long-term disaster recovery in local
communities. She further serves as a
learning coach for elementary
students and is primarily
working in a virtual
setting with those
students this year
due to COVID-19.

175 alumnae

In that interim, Betsy graduated from
Drake University with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree and had a dual major
in Painting and Graphic Design. She
also studied abroad for a semester in
Florence, Italy, where she cultivated an
appreciation for travel, exploration, pasta,
espresso, and good wine. Her career
path took many twists and turns, but
her “north star” has always been trying
to solve problems to make new things
or to make old things better. Today
she is designing software for Apple in
Cupertino, California.
Betsy’s sisters, Helen Holmes Giambrone ’97
and Katie Holmes ’95, were also
Monarchs. Though it’s been two decades
since she walked the halls of Mercy, Betsy
still feels the impact of her education.
“Mercy has contributed to my core set of
values rooted in empathy and kindness
that remain a foundation for how I live my
life as a person and will surely pass onto
my daughter.” As a result of her Mercy
education, Betsy finds it her duty and
responsibility to advocate and fight for a
fair, just society.
She also credits her teachers with
instilling in her a love of learning. Betsy
was particularly fond of Mrs. Mary Beth
Coate ’59, a beloved Chemistry teacher
who passed away in 2015.
“There have been so many teachers,
staff, and my classmates at Mercy that
impacted who I am today. I would not
be the person I am today without all
of you. I stand in awe of you and your
accomplishments. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart. California is only a
place, and it may be far away in distance,
but you are all close to my heart.”

Colorado

145 alumnae
Recently, Katie Wang Mansouri ’04
attended a wedding shower where guests
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were giving the bride-to-be advice. One of
the guests shared her feelings about the
importance of girlfriends who will support
you through life’s ups and downs. “With
those words I immediately thought to
myself, ‘I learned that at Mercy.’”
As the woman at the bridal shower
predicted, Katie’s Mercy friends have
celebrated with her when life was good
and supported her when life was more
difficult. “They’ve continually been that
force pushing me to grow, to love, to
achieve and to give back.”
Since graduating from Mercy, Katie
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
from Maryville University in St. Louis. She
then worked as a curator at Saint Louis
University’s Museum of Art and then
in account management with Prairie
Farm’s Dairy where she handled the
company’s McDonald’s account. She now
lives and works in Fort Collins, Colorado,
as a realtor.
Colorado is the perfect place for Katie
and her husband, Anoushir, because
they share a love of rock climbing and
camping. “From Fort Collins we can easily
access amazing mountain activities:
hiking and climbing in the warmer
months, skiing and snowshoeing in the
cooler months.”
Though she’s no longer physically close
to her Mercy classmates, Katie has
maintained her high school friendships:
“I am fortunate to still be in touch with
women who also attended Mercy.
Despite time and distance, they are
some of my closest friends.”

Connecticut
3 alumnae

Susan Shramek Hensley ’70 has been
able to give back to others as a nurse for
more than 34 years while also being a
wife and mother. The current Hartford,
Connecticut, resident went to nursing
school in Kansas City at the Research
College of Nursing and graduated
in 1973. She met her husband while
working in Kansas City and moved with
him to Omaha, St. Louis, Chicago, and
eventually Hartford as he climbed the
corporate ladder at Traveler’s Insurance.
For many years she served as a nurse in a
surgical center in Hartford and recently
joined her husband as he started his own
insurance business.

“I am deeply indebted to Mercy,
especially the teachers. The school made
me strong in my faith, gave me selfconfidence, independence and gave me
a superb education that helped me be
successful not only in my career but as a
wife and mother.”
She still keeps in touch with many of her
classmates and remembers all the special
times from her high school days.

Delaware
2 alumnae

Molly Sorenson
Peasley ’05 has been a
resident of Delaware for
only a few months but
happily accepted the
offer to participate in this
project. Mercy provided the opportunity
for her to learn and to become a strong
woman in today’s society.
After graduating from Mercy in 2005,
she studied at the University of Nebraska
Omaha but could not decide a degree
path. While at UNO, she met her first
husband who was in the Air Force and
the couple moved to a base in Hawaii.
Unfortunately, the marriage did not last,
but she fully discovered her passion for
her country and for the Air Force and soon
enlisted in 2011.
She is now a Technical Sargent stationed
at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.
Throughout her career, she has called
various bases around the world home
including Offutt in Omaha, Kadena in
Okinawa, Japan, and Grand Forks Air Base
in North Dakota.
Mercy prepared her in many ways from
wearing a uniform every day to having
a structured schedule. She learned to
walk into a career with a higher level of
writing and an understanding of how
to work with different types of people.
Molly is grateful to the school for
teaching her to keep an open mind, be
empathetic, and for helping her develop
emotional maturity.
Molly, along with her husband and sons,
is excited to see what the East Coast
has to offer and is looking forward to
making new discoveries during her
down time.

Florida

75 alumnae
Georgia Crosby Langdon ’60 spent most
of her career, 22 years, as a Coordinator
of Faith Formation at St. Margaret Mary
Church in Winter Park, Florida. Currently
she is training to become a mentor to
mothers who will soon emerge from
prison, using Common-Sense Parenting, a
program developed by Boys Town.
“I believe that this Mercy girl has become
a Woman of Mercy.”
After graduating from Mercy in 1960,
Georgia attended Creighton University
and earned degrees in Elementary
Education and Theology. She taught
second and third grades for two years
at Holy Angels School in Omaha. After
her husband graduated from Creighton
Medical School, the couple moved to
Chicago and Denver for residency, then
to Bermuda with the Air Force. While
in Colorado, the family grew by three
children. Thirty-five years ago, they
moved from Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
to Winter Park, Florida, which has been
their home since then.
Since retiring, Georgia has been active
in social justice issues locally and grows
tropical plants and orchids in her back
yard. She has seven grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren who live in
Colorado, Texas and Omaha.
She has many fond memories of Mercy
especially dancing the polka at lunch,
Mercy Day and Prom Announcement.
“But the lifetime friendships that I made
at Mercy are the gift that keeps on giving.
What I treasure most is gathering with
those friends from time to time in Omaha!“

Georgia

32 alumnae
According to Shannon McClure ’95 not a
day goes by when she doesn’t reflect on
her time at Mercy, which helps give her
perspective on life. She currently is the
Director of Development and Strategy for
the Malta House, a nonprofit transitional
home for pregnant and homeless
mothers. Mothers at Malta House receive
on-site counseling, financial education,
and parental development followed by
transitional and post-residential support.

“Mercy was extremely formative for me.
It taught me how important supporting
women’s education and worrying about
the health of the community and our
world is. That belief helps me with my
job today.”
The Omaha native was with the Steier
Group previously and worked on a
capital campaign for Malta House.
Following the COVID-19 outbreak,
she was released from Steier and was
recruited by the Malta House, which
is located in Norwalk, Connecticut.
Shannon currently lives in Atlanta and
works remotely.
Shannon is a graduate of the University
of Tulsa in Oklahoma. She earned her
degree in Music and Vocal Performance.
She was very active in music and theatre
while at Mercy and worked for 15 years
doing fundraising for opera companies.
She keeps in contact with her classmates
via social media.

Hawaii

9 alumnae
Monica Morris Ferreira ’89 has lived in
Hawaii for the past two and a half years
and joins eight other Mercy graduates
who, to the best of the school’s
knowledge, also call this paradise home.
After Mercy, Monica pursued a degree
in Criminal Justice from the University
of Nebraska Omaha and finished her
schooling at the University of Utah in
Salt Lake City.
She met her husband, Paul, a thenmedical student at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center. His work took
them to Utah, which the couple called
home for 20 years. It was there that
Monica raised her two daughters Anna (25)
and Zoe (23) and also worked as a
Regional Program Director for the Jane
Goodall Institute housed at Westminister
College, which enhanced her passion for
the environment.
Since moving to Hawaii in 2018, she
embraces that passion even more as
she enjoys paddle boarding on the
ocean, running, drawing and painting
images of nature and snorkeling near a
large manta ray cleaning station where
her observation efforts directly help
scientists track, monitor and care for
this amazing sea creature. Monica is
currently a case manager and teaches
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social and parenting classes on the
Big Island.
During her time at Mercy, she
participated in journalism, Campus
Ministry, basketball, track and volleyball.
Her favorite memory from Mercy is
competing in the State Volleyball
finals in 1988. She credits her former
coaches and mentors such as Holly
McCoy and Teresa Stillmock ’79 for
providing “amazing opportunities for
young women to feel empowered and
to grow!”

Idaho

12 alumnae
Marian Dartman Nebrigich ’88 is most
thankful for the extended group of
friends she met years ago in the hallways
of Mercy as they still try and get together
during the holidays to celebrate a “Girls
Only” gathering on an annual basis. The
group plans to celebrate their 50-year
birthdays later this summer in Nashville,
COVID permitting.
Marian credits her best friend, Kim Lang
Bunnell ’88, for encouraging her to attend
Mercy as well as her parents as they
wanted her to attend a Catholic high
school. While at Mercy, she played soccer
and volleyball and calls Mrs. Teresa Tusa
Stillmock ’79 her most influential coach
and favorite teacher to this day. She
recalls the many dances in the gyms, the
Senior Lounge, doing “Hey loddies” in
the cafeteria and bowling at Sky Lanes
Bowling Alley located in the Center Mall
for PE class.
She matriculated to the University
of Nebraska at Kearney for two years
and finished her Associates Degree at
Metropolitan Community College in
Omaha in the field of Paralegal and
Legal Studies. She worked as a legal
assistant at law firms in Omaha and
Kansas City before moving to Idaho for
her husband’s work in 1997.
The couple has two grown sons, and
they enjoy everything “outdoors”
including hiking, skiing, rafting, hunting
and off-roading. Marian currently is the
head secretary at a Boise-area middle
school and has been there for the past
nine years.
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during her junior and senior years as a
school sport. She also played tennis her
freshman and sophomore years.

Illinois

74 alumnae
With an affinity for hot
dogs, architecture, and lake
views, it’s no wonder that
Abbey Walker ’12 ended up
in Chicago, Illinois. “Chicago
inspires me daily.”
Before she moved to the Windy City,
Abbey attended the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and graduated with a
degree in Fashion Communication. She
then had several internships in Chicago
during her college years and got her first
job there through a Mercy connection.
As a project lead for Crate & Barrel, Abbey
uses aspects of her Mercy education
every day. “My teachers, especially Mrs.
Langenfeld, encouraged me to pursue
a creative career, which has led me to
where I am.”
“Mercy gave me confidence to lead and
pursue my professional goals.” While
at Mercy, she had many opportunities
to sharpen her leadership skills as a
member of Student Council, Operation
Others, FBLA, and the soccer team. She
credits these experiences for her ability
to lead a team of professionals at
Crate & Barrel.
“Mercy is everywhere in my life!” Abbey
said. “Even though we all live in different
cities, I still see my Mercy best friends
all the time through trips across the
country.” Her mom, Michele Zach
Walker ’85, and sister, Brittany Walker
Stirewalt ’10, are also Monarchs as are
her future sisters-in-law, Viv Parr ’16 and
Roz Parr ’09.
“Mercy is everywhere for me and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.”

Indiana

20 alumnae
Attending a high school
other than Mercy
was not an option for
Jeanne Duggan
Galyen ’84 as she
and her two siblings,
Catherine ’83 and Theresa ’86 also
called the school their home. Jeanne
played soccer during the sports’ first
year as a sanctioned club sport and then

It was, however, Sr. Rosemary
Floresch, SM, ’52 and the debate team
that were most memorable and possibly
most impactful for Jeanne. She recalls
going to Baylor University for debate
camp in the school van and Sr. Floersch
let her drive.
Jeanne applied to multiple out-of-state
Big Ten schools for college and eventually
found her post-Mercy home at Indiana
University where she studied Business.
She switched majors her sophomore
year, studied Elementary Education
and ultimately received her Bachelor
of Science in this field. She met her
husband, James, who lived in the same
apartment complex she did during
college. The couple soon wed and moved
to Davenport, Iowa, where she taught at
St. Paul’s Grade School and completed
her Master’s Degree in Education from
Western Illinois University.
Jeanne and James have three sons,
Connor (25), Cole (23) and Charlie (21), and
live on the family farmhouse that sits on
nearly 170 acres. Jeanne teaches grade
school Math and English at St. Ambrose
in Sycamore, Indiana. When not in the
classroom, and not baking, she helps
tend to their 100 head of cattle.
She is forever grateful to Mercy for
“investing and supporting each student
and for the faculty for setting high
expectations of being both good students
and good people!”

Iowa

193 alumnae
She found her calling
at a young age and
entered the Sisters
of Saint Francis
following her graduation
from Mercy in 1955.
Sr. Carolyn Thirtle SJ ’55, OSF, has had
an amazing journey of ministry. She
taught for more than 12 years, opened and
ran a childcare center at Mercy Medical
Center for 17 years, worked in a hospital,
supported Head Start in the summer,
and volunteered at a nursing home. She
celebrated her diamond jubilee with the

Sisters in 2016 but continues to give back in
the Dubuque, Iowa, community where she
lives at the mother house. She volunteers
daily at Stonehill Franciscan Services with
the therapy department and skilled care.
You even might catch her answering the
switchboard at the mother house.
Carolyn’s family lived with her
grandmother from 7th grade on in a
neighborhood close to St. John’s Church
on Creighton University’s campus. The
Sisters of Saint Francis studied at the
university working on their master’s
degrees but stayed with neighbors on her
street. Carolyn grew to admire and respect
the nuns and the work they did. She was
invited to Dubuque, Iowa, to visit the
motherhouse. She knew something was
calling her.
“I found where I belonged with the Sisters.
I think my drive to help others comes
from my own upbringing and knowing
the importance of doing for those less
fortunate.”

After Rockhurst, she moved to Lawrence,
Kansas, and began working toward her
Master’s Degree in Public Administration,
specializing in local government. She
began a path toward becoming a City
Manager, which is predominantly a
position held by males, so this notion
motivated her even more to succeed.
Nickie says that it is difficult to summarize
how much Mercy means to her as it
taught her a foundation of human
decency, social justice, liberal arts
education, and, very importantly, strong
female leadership. “Mercy gave me
the confidence to step into leadership
roles without hesitation and lead with a
servant leadership mentality.”
Her advice to current Mercy students is to
“Explore the world if given the chance, even
if it’s just moving away for a summer! The
experience of leaving Omaha will help you
grow in independence, confidence and
problem solving.”

She fondly recalls her years at Mercy High
School, especially Mercy Day and the
closeness she experienced with classmates
and dancing to the juke box at lunchtime.
At that time, the girls constructed floats to
celebrate Mercy Day event. Sr. Carolyn also
keeps in contact with classmates.

Nickie and her husband enjoy taking
advantage of the many family offerings
in and around the Kansas City area with
their son and daughter. When not busy
with her family, she is involved with Big
Brothers Big Sisters, the local League of
Women Voters, and enjoys running and
participating in three book clubs.

“There is a spirit at Mercy as well as a real
community. It is what attracted me to
the school.”

Kentucky

Kansas

75 alumnae
Nicole “Nickie” M. Lee ’02 wears her “Mercy
Girl pride” in Overland Park, Kansas, where
she is the Assistant City Administrator
in Smithville, Missouri, and oversees city
operations as well as works in economic
development and human resources.
After graduating from Mercy, Nickie
studied English at Rockhurst University.
She felt that a Jesuit education would
continue the Mercy tradition of learning,
leadership and service, while her twin
sister, Jacqueline “Jackie” K. Lee ’02,
felt similarly but studied at Creighton
University. Nickie credits Mercy for laying
the foundation of studying liberal arts and
knew that upon graduating college she
wanted to “help people.”

7 alumnae

The life of Marybeth
Irvine ’65 has been
anything but conventional.
Her zest for life and
yearning to help others
is rooted deeply inside
her soul because of Mercy High School.
Marybeth is “mostly retired” but still works
part time as a school psychologist in
Louisville, Kentucky.
Upon graduating from Mercy, she
joined the Dominican Order and found
herself teaching a variety of subjects in
Catholic schools in Kentucky, Nebraska
and Illinois. She received her Bachelor
of Arts in Zoology from the University of
Nebraska–Lincoln. After a lengthy process
of discernment, Marybeth decided
to end her vowed relationship with
the Dominican Sisters but continues
the connection as an Associate of the
Dominican Sisters of Peace. This ongoing

relationship fuels and supports her desire
to serve those “at the margins.”
After receiving her Master of Arts in
Counseling Psychology and her specialty
in School Psychology, Marybeth taught
theology in an all-girls high school and
served as one of the first counselors
in the Archdiocese of Louisville’s
elementary schools before moving
to the Jefferson County, (KY) Public
Schools (JCPS) as a school psychologist.
After nearly 30 years working for JCPS
Louisville, she retired in 2017.
Traveling has been an important part
of her life. Her destinations include
Omaha to visit family, visits to both
coasts and Puerto Rico to satisfy her
love of the ocean, France to visit the
lands connected to the history of the
Dominican Order and, most recently to,
Kenya and Tanzania. During her trip to
Africa, along with experiencing traditional
wildlife safaris and cultural sites, she
toured multiple hospitals, orphanages
and schools, which reaffirmed her lifelong
passion of caring for others, especially
young children.
Mercy is in Marybeth’s blood as her
mother Elsie E. Irvine (deceased) SM
is a 1942 graduate of St. Mary’s and sister
Virginia Bognich is a 1966 graduate of
Mercy. Three of her nieces also proudly
call Mercy their alma mater: Leslie
Irvine ’03, Nicole Irvine Gladden ’05
and Jennifer Bognich Bruursema ’03.
Marybeth credits Mercy for teaching
her to write and speak coherently as
well as for providing opportunities
to learn the importance of service to
others. When not traveling, she enjoys
spending time at her weekend home
near Bardstown, Kentucky.
.

Lousiana

10 alumnae
It took Beth Kohout
Obre ’94 just a few short
years living in Louisiana
for her Midwest accent
to transform into a fullblown southern accent
rooted deep within the Louisiana
Bayou. She and her husband, Howard
“Buck,” have two children, Thomas (14)
and Meredith (12). This family of four has
called Lafyette, Louisiana, home for the
past 16 years.
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Upon touring a variety of both private
and public schools, Beth chose Mercy
because of its smaller size, the feeling
of community and warmth and the
Negotiated Tuition Program. Having
her Mercy Big Sister in her Our Lady
of Lourdes neighborhood to provide
transportation certainly helped as well.
While at Mercy, Beth was very involved.
She was co-captain of the Pom
Squad, an officer for Student Council,
participated in Operation Others,
National Honor Society, Campus
Ministry, was the May Queen during
May Crowning and was an Eucharistic
Minister, an activity in which she
proudly still does today.
She continued her extracurricular
activities in college at the Creighton
University College of Nursing. She
joined the Nursing Senate, became
social chair of Gamma Phi Beta Sorority
and was eventually inducted into the
Sigma Theta Tau and Alpha Sigma Nu
Honorary Societies during her four years
as a Bluejay.
Her first job was as an Operating Room
Nurse (OR) at Children’s Hospital in
Kansas City. She also met her husband
during this time and the couple wed in
2000. Upon moving to her husband’s
home state of Louisiana in 2004, she
continued to work as an OR nurse
in a variety of surgical centers in the
area. Beth’s role changed to full-time
mom while her children were young.
She is currently a nurse liaison at a
rehabilitation hospital near their home
where she helps patients who have
received traumatic brain injuries or
suffered strokes.
When not gardening, Beth and her
family enjoy travel, especially to area
golf courses. She tries to make it back
to Omaha a few times a year to see
family and friends. Her family gives back
to the community by volunteering at
a homeless shelter on a monthly basis.
Mercy provided her with “the opportunity
to learn about faith, and to live it out via a
deep sense of serving others!”

Maine

2 alumnae
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16 alumnae

Roselle, SM ’47 her algebra instructor;
and Sr. Mary David, MSM ’19, who
taught geometry.

Carole McKenna Cooper ’91 enjoyed
her time at Mercy not only from an
educational standpoint but also from
the feeling of family the school provided
during her four years. She values the
friendships she made, enjoys reconnecting
with old classmates when she visits
Omaha and is happy to say she has a
fellow Mercy Girl living nearby in Silver
Spring, Maryland.

After graduating from Mercy, Mary
attended Creighton University and
earned a Bachelor’s in English, French
and Secondary Education. She taught
French and English at Marian High
School for two years and then traveled
to Europe where she worked for one
year at Le Drugstore, a company on the
Champs-Elysees in Paris.

During her time at Mercy, Carole, under
the tutelage of Mrs. Mary Coyle and her
journalism class, was introduced to the art of
photography. Mrs. Coyle taught her how to
compose great photos and develop her own
prints in Mercy’s darkroom. Carole still enjoys
taking photos, especially when she travels.

She subsequently relocated to Boston
where she earned a Master’s in French
Literature at Boston College and taught
French in private high schools for seven
years. She transitioned to the banking
world and held roles as a training
specialist and executive assistant for
several years.

Maryland

After graduating from Mercy, Carole
attended Creighton University and majored
in Theatre and Elementary Education. She
worked in the television industry at KPTM
for two years prior to beginning her 21-year
teaching career. She taught for two years in
Omaha and 19 years at St. Jane de Chantal
in Bethesda, Maryland.
When not in the classroom or traveling,
she enjoys taking in the vibrancy, history
and cultural opportunities in and around
the Washington, D.C. area. She is also
most pleased that two of her nieces are
now attending Mercy.

Massachusetts
15 alumnae

Mary Scherr ’62, chose Mercy because
her older sister, Helen Scherr Thiele ’58
attended St. Mary’s. The school was
conveniently located near her home on
South 49th Avenue. Her sister, Christine
R. Scherr ’64 graduated in 1964 while
her other sister, Emily Scherr Scott
(deceased), attended Mercy for two years.
While at Mercy, Mary participated in
National Honor Society, Debate, Latin
Club, Glee Club and took private piano
lessons. She enjoyed all her teachers,
particularly the former Sr. Mary
Teresanne Frederick ’51 who prepared
her well for college English courses; Sr.
Mary of the Angels, (Sr. Catherine Marie
Franey, MSM ’29) an outstanding piano
teacher and Glee Club director; Sr. Mary

Mary currently teaches ESL in an adult
education program in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and travels to France
to visit friends every year. She enjoys
attending French films and events at
the French Library in Boston, visits to
the Museum of Fine Arts, and studies
in Italian.
Running has been an important part
of Mary’s life. She ran hundreds of road
races, completed several marathons,
including Boston, New York and Paris,
and now walks or jogs for daily exercise.
She likes watching sports, especially the
New England Patriots, Boston Red Sox
and Creighton Bluejays.
During her time at Mercy, Mary learned
to juggle her studies, part-time jobs
and spend time with family and friends.
In the ensuing years, she’s tried to
accomplish meaningful goals as well as
contribute to the education of young
people.

Minnesota
61 alumnae

Karen Jones Kohler DDS ’65 credits Mercy
for giving her a lifelong love of learning
and for laying a very strong “foundation
for her future!” Karen grew up in Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, so Mercy was a natural
selection for high school. It was there
she participated in school plays such
as “The Diary of Anne Frank,” “The Glass
Menagerie” and many holiday productions.
She credits her former teachers, Sr. Mary
Magdala (Sr. Rita Parks, SM ’53), the former
Sr. Mary Teresanne Frederick ’51 and
Sr. Mary Roselle, SM ’47 (Mary Ellen Quinn)
for making her Mercy experience fulfilling.
After graduation, she attended Creighton
University and Duchesne College
and graduated from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. She and her late
husband of 52 years, George, married and
moved to Minnesota where they raised
two sons. She returned to school in her
late 30s and earned her dental degree
in her early 40s from the University of
Minnesota and went on to practice as a
general dentist for the next 30 years in a
large dental group in the Twin Cities. She
is not technically retired but is considered
a “casual employee,” which allows her to
fill in at various practices within her group
when the need arises.
The couple loved to travel and visited
Great Britain, France, cruised on
European rivers, and most recently,
visited Israel and Jordan which she
considered a “must” for anyone who can
make it happen. Prior to George getting
sick, they enjoyed hiking, walking with
their dogs, painting with watercolors
and pastel and spending time with their
family, which includes six grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.

Mississippi
Michigan

26 alumnae
Stacy Jacobson Engebretson ’05 is
the Director of Canine Enrichment
and Behavior at the SPCA (Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)
of Southwest Michigan in Kalamazoo,
Michigan. Read more about her journey
on page 15.

4 alumnae

Josephine (Jo) Whitney Johns ’69 recalls
her Mercy graduating class as a a bit
rowdy and lightheartedly says that “the
nuns must have prayed hard for us!” She
vividly remembers the cinnamon rolls the
Sisters would bake and hand out during
student lunches. She is also grateful that
Mercy provided excellent science, writing
and language classes that gave her a solid
and applicable background for this now
retired nurse.

Jo attended the University of Nebraska
– Lincoln for two years post-Mercy
and finished her nursing degree at
Clarkson College in Omaha in 1975.
During the course of her career, she was
an Oncology and Hospice Nurse and
even wrote two nursing textbooks for
students at the University of Southern
Mississippi. She was also a grant writer.
When she moved to Mississippi, she
did not know anyone but soon met
Sister Immaculata (a Mercy nun) during
a Catholic High School play. “It was
like home and a spiritual connection
developed between us!”
Jo also loves living in a coastal region.
“It is a wonderful state with caring,
polite, spiritual, warm and loving
people!” When Hurricane Katrina hit the
area hard, Kathleen Vana Kensinger ’69
along with other graduates from the
school came down to volunteer and
stayed at her home.

Missouri

100 alumnae
Susan Stefanski Heaney, M.D., ’70,
is grateful to Mercy for her high
school academic success that led to
a full-tuition scholarship at Creighton
University and a long-term career in
education and medicine.
After graduating from Mercy in 1971,
Susan went to Creighton University and
majored in Chemistry. She graduated
from the Creighton School of Medicine
in 1978 and then moved to Saint Louis
for her residency training in Pediatrics
at Saint Louis University at Cardinal
Glennon Children’s Hospital. Since
residency she has been on the faculty at
Saint Louis University School of Medicine
and is currently a Professor in Pediatrics
and Division Director of General
Academic Pediatrics. Susan completed
a Master’s in Public Health at Saint
Louis University, graduating in 2000,
and served as Chief Medical Officer and
Vice President of Medical Affairs at SSM
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital
from 2000 to 2010.
She married Dr. Robert M. Heaney who
she met in her first Chemistry class at
Creighton. She has three adult children
and six grandchildren.

“I am most grateful for the education I
received at Mercy that has served me
so well. I have lots of Mercy memories,
especially the Mercy nuns who taught
Latin, French, Chemistry, Physics and Music.
We had great fun on the debate team
with Sister Rosemary Floersch, SM ’52. I
have some lasting friendships from those
experiences, and I’m traveling to Europe
with Sister Seraphia and some
upper-class students.”

Montana
9 alumnae

A Cub Scout leader for the past three
years and a lifelong volunteer educator,
Leah Hollister Rissien ’92 is now living in
“Big Sky Country” in Missoula, Montana.
She moved to Montana in 2019 for her
husband’s environmental work.
After her graduation from Mercy, Leah went
to Cornell University and earned a degree
in the Classics in 1996. She had been
interested in History and English at Mercy,
and her favorite activity was debate.
Leah next moved to Ohio, got married
and began raising her three children.
During this time she taught or did
volunteer work. In preparation for
missionary work (which she was never
able to realize), she obtained a Master’s
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
in 2007, attending school at night and
on weekends.
“My master’s has been invaluable
in providing insight, knowledge
and support of my teaching. I am a
volunteer teacher now and coordinate a
women’s Bible study group.”
She sees Mercy’s impact on her life
every day.
“Mercy gives its young women
confidence, leadership opportunities,
and the belief you can do anything you
want to in life.”

Nebraska

4,037 alumnae
Our Nebraska alumna is Board member
Kimberyln Yolanda Oliver, Ed. D., ’98.
See page 2.
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Nevada

24 alumnae
The Sisters of Mercy have made a lasting
impression on Kay Schuyler Oberin ’58.
She, along with about 10 of her classmates,
entered the Sisters of Mercy community
at the College of St. Mary when they
graduated from Mercy High School. In
Kay’s case, she left as a novice but went on
to get married, have four children and feel
the influence of the Sisters in her positive
approach to life and her love of education.
Kay began her college career at Creighton
University studying Education. She got
married in 1963. She and her husband
moved to Iowa where she eventually
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Education
from Buena Vista University. She later
went back to Creighton and obtained a
Master’s in Counseling with an elementary
education endorsement in gifted and
talented teaching.
The educator spent many years as a teacher
in Neola, Iowa, at St. Joseph’s Elementary
School. In 1993, she and her family moved
to Las Vegas where she worked with gifted
children and as an elementary counselor in
the Clark County School District for 15 years.
She is now retired.
Although she came to Mercy as a junior,
she immediately made friends with
whom she is still close to today. Her sisters
Claire Schuyler Wynne, SM ’54, Bobbie
Schuyler Bausback ’57 (deceased) and
Connie Schuyler Gardner ’61 (deceased)
also attended the school.
“The nuns who were at Mercy had a
lasting influence on me. I was inspired by
Sr. Brendan O’Malley, MSM ’20, principal,
as well as Sr. Mary Tarcisius Hanna, SM ’36,
who taught English, Religion and French.
They led by example, and you felt the
presence of God when around them. They
were really cool.”

New Hampshire
2 alumnae

New Jersey
6 alumnae

Elizabeth (Ellie) Jacobsen Kerhin ’07
recently enrolled in college and is
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grateful that Mercy made sure she knew
how to structure an essay and use MLA
formatting, skills which have come in
handy as she goes back to school for
the first time in over a decade. Ellie is
attending The College of New Jersey
this fall, studying Women, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies and Psychology.
After graduating in 2007, she got married
to her husband Joe in 2011, had a son
Tyler in 2013, and has lived in five different
states. The family has settled down in New
Jersey where she is a sexuality educator
and a women’s soccer researcher.
“Mercy had a large impact on my life and
helped shape me into the person I am
today. I do work daily that I can directly
trace to Prayer and Loss with Mrs. Vankat,
my senior year Social Justice class or the
many discussions I had with teachers
when I needed help.”
She has many fond memories of Mercy,
mostly of the things done together as a
class like going over the script of “Grease,”
working on PA, taunting seniors over
loddies and serving detention as a class
together on Halloween.
“I also always look back with so much
gratitude for the many people who
reached out when I transferred to Mercy
to make sure I never felt like an outsider.”

New Mexico
18 alumnae

Geralyn (Gerir) Budenholzer White ’78
is a Senior Human Resources
Administrator with the New Mexico
Law Offices of the Public Defender and
lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She
is also attending the University of New
Mexico and plans on receiving a Master of
Science in Law in May 2021.
Following graduation from Mercy,
Gerir went to Marquette University in
Milwaukee. She studied Journalism with
minors in Business and Economics. She
stayed in Milwaukee and held different
positions for a couple of years. Her first
long-term position was with Quad/
Graphics, Inc., a big printing plant. Quad/
Graphics offered tuition reimbursement,
so she went to the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee in the evenings
and received her Master of Business
Administration in 1990. Gerir started in

communications at Quad/Graphics but
moved into human resources while there.
Gerir moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1994.
“My dad had grown up in New Mexico
and we’d been there multiple times for
vacation, and I had fallen in love with
Santa Fe’s beauty, art and outdoor vibe.
Since 1994, I have worked in human
resources for different organizations but
have mostly worked with the State of
New Mexico.”
She married Mark White in June 2018,
and they moved to Albuquerque.
“Mercy gave me the opportunity take
classes that I enjoyed. I remember
journalism and photography classes
with Mrs. Herman and Shakespeare
class with Sr. Kateri Vojir, SM ’39.”
She recalls with laughter one of her
fondest memories of Mercy.
“An Omaha radio station held a contest
in conjunction with Burger King. The
school that turned in the most Burger
King french fry wrappers with the school’s
name written on them (based on the
number of students) would win $1,000
and its own concert with Atlanta Rhythm
Section. After volleyball games Mercy
students went to Burger King to eat
fries. I remember digging through the
garbage in the back to pull out french
fry wrappers. And of course, Mercy High
School won the contest, and we were
treated to a great concert in the gym! It
was a lot of fun.“

New York
19 alumnae

Carolina and hurricanes often result
in unplanned family vacations due to
mandatory evacuations.
Diane is a certified public accountant
and has worked as the controller for the
Outer Banks Visitor Bureau for 13 years.
She and her husband,Brian, have three
children and the family enjoys various
ocean activities, travel and, recently,
frisbee golf.
While at Mercy, she participated in
soccer and basketball all four years.
She recalls Ms. Joy Neneman’s Religion
class and Mrs. Pat Hinkle’s Accounting
class fondly as both gave her advice
that she carries with her today. Diane
remembers Ms. Neneman in particular
saying that, “[She] had the ability to take
ordinary occurrences and view them in
different ways.”
After graduation, Diane received her
Business degree with an Accounting
emphasis and French minor from the
University of Nebraska–Lincoln. She
studied one semester at the University
of Pau in France and credits her father
for getting her interested in French
language and culture.
While studying in Lincoln, Diane,
through a suggestion of a friend, worked
along the Outer Banks during the
summers holding odd jobs and enjoying
the beach life. She fell in love not only
with the area but also with her husband
whom she met during this time.
Diane’s mother, Mary Williams Bognich ’65
lives in Kansas City, while her sister,
Sarah Bognich Watts ’94, lives in
Lincoln. The family enjoys connecting in
person a few times each year.

performed in the fall theater performance
of “I Remember Mama” where she played
Christine. She met her husband, Joe,
during this play as he played the role of
Mr. Thorkelson.

her children moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma
where in 1988 she was later diagnosed
with MS. In 1989 she remarried and
formed a blended family along with her
new husband’s two sons.

Her favorite teacher was Senora Welch
and her Spanish class. “She made the
class so interactive and fun with songs and
games!” Angie’s favorite Mercy memory
involved the senior class camping out on
Ms. Jaworski’s front lawn.

She worked for a fundraising company
that helped raise money for 480 schools
around the country, but she eventually
had to retire due to her illness. She
is currently the bookkeeper for her
family’s creative advertising business
that specializes in radio spots, and she
occasionally provides voice-overs for
radio commercials.

After graduation, she worked full-time
at First National Bank while pursuing
her Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration from the University
of Nebraska Omaha. She worked in
human resources for several years after
graduation until her triplet daughters
were born and her job became taking
care of them. This did allow her some
time to continue her education as
she earned a second degree in Health
Information Management.
Five years ago, the family moved to the
state of Ohio to pursue a job opportunity
for her husband. Angie currently
works for The Ohio State University
Medical Center as a medical coder,
and the couple remains busy with their
daughters who are all currently learning
how to drive!
Angie is most grateful for the foundation
of faith she received from Mercy as she
has really had to lean on God through the
ups and downs of her life— “He has been
my strength!”

Oklahoma
12 alumnae

North Carolina

Ohio

Janet (Jan) Schmidt Tomarkin ’68 has
not let Multiple Sclerosis (MS) deter her
from living a full life and is grateful that
Mercy provided a solid foundation for
her approach to life. She currently lives
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and loves it because
of the lush green countryside, rolling hills
and warm weather.

Diane Bognich Wehner ’91
prefers hurricanes to
tornadoes, “Because you
have days, not minutes
to prepare for them!”
She would know as her
home sits on the Outer Banks of North

Angela Costanzo
Benkis ’89 recalls
choosing Mercy because
she had so much fun
during the 8th grade
lock-in. While at Mercy,
she participated in pom squad and

After graduating from Mercy in 1968,
Jan attended the University of Nebraska
Omaha on a full scholarship and
graduated in 1971 with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Speech Communications.
She got married in 1972, moved to
Detroit and had three sons. She and her
husband eventually split up. She and

For Barbara A. Young ’57, her journey to
Mercy was just that, a journey. Read about
her on page 8.

28 alumnae

North Dakota
1 alumnae

22 alumnae

When recalling her time at Mercy, she
says that “all the Sisters were wonderful
and kind and taught us the importance
of God in one’s life. Sr. Rosemary
Floresch, SM ’52 was very influential in
my life, was kind to me and always there
if I needed to talk.”

Oregon

30 alumnae
Laura Bruce Broughton ’05 has put
her Sisters of Mercy background and
educational degree to good use as of
late as her two young girls, Claire (7) and
Riley (5), have been e-learning from their
Oregon home for the past few months
due to COVID-19.
Laura was the only student from her
eighth grade Mary Our Queen class to
matriculate to Mercy. She says it was one
of the best decisions she has ever made.
During her time at Mercy, she participated
in theatre both working behind the scenes
with technical support as well as front and
center as an actress. Theatre instructor
Angela Dashner left a lasting impression
on her as did Theology teachers Max Engel
and Julie VanKat, English teacher Jon Burt,
and Math teacher Jaimie Piernicky.
While pursuing her dual degrees
(Education and Spanish) at University of
Nebraska Omaha, she student- taught at
Mercy to fulfill her classroom practicum
hours and allow her to teach in a school
she loved. After a brief stint in teaching in
Polk, Nebraska, she and her fiancée Garett
soon entered a whirlwind of city-hopping
due to his profession as the young couple
lived in Texas, New Jersey, Washington,
and,for the past seven years, Oregon.
When not in the home classroom, this
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family of four enjoys the outdoors and
makes frequent visits to the Wilson
River and up and down the Oregon
coast. Laura and Garett have also
traveled extensively throughout Europe,
which included a trip to Mercy’s
Mother House on Baggot Street in
Ireland, as well as to China, Japan and
Thailand. Her extended family still lives
in Omaha and they try to visit at least
twice a year.
“Mercy provided me a place where I could
be myself.” Laura very much values the
lifelong friendships she made at Mercy
and cannot thank the faculty enough for
investing so much of their passion into
students like her thus allowing them to
“blossom and bloom.”

Pennsylvania
10 alumnae

She lives is a small mining town in Export,
Pennsylvania, but Mary Wrobleski Korach ’68
loves the scenery, the history, the great
hospitals, the sports teams and the
people of the area. After leaving Mercy,
she got married in 1969, worked as a
dental assistant and then moved to
Export. The family is currently raising beef
cattle on her husband’s parents’ farm.
“I knew nothing about farming. I was a
city girl plunged into a whole new world.
I learned quickly and love every minute
of farming now.”
She had a son in 1979 and has been
married for 51 years.
Mary has many fond memories of Mercy
including the friendships she made
through the years, some of whom she
still keeps in contact. She loved all the
traditions like Mercy Day, May Crowning,
Prom Announcement, Nocturne and St.
Patrick’s Day when the girls would pass
out shamrocks downtown. She was also
inspired by the nuns who ministered at
the school including Sr. Mary Brendan
O’Malley, MSM ’20, Sr. Mary David, MSM ’19
and Sr. Catherine Owens, MSM ’26, to
name a few.
“To me Mercy means a community of
like-minded girls having strong mentors
pushing the girls to strive for their goals
whatever they may be. The school
brings out a strong faith in God and a
willingness to help out those in need.”
25
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Rhode Island
1 alumnae

Although she was a shy
but curious teenager,
Patricia Falcon ’71
feels the spirit of
collaboration rather
than competition that
she felt at Mercy was just what a “quiet
creature” needed to begin to blossom.
And blossom she has.
After her Mercy graduation, she
attended and graduated from the
University of Nebraska Omaha with
a Communications degree, majoring
in Broadcasting with a minor in
Journalism. She worked for several years
at Omaha’s public TV station, eventually
as a producer/director. Pat moved to
Chicago in the 80s with her spouse,
to work at the University of Chicago
Hospital Audio/Visual Department,
while her spouse studied to become
a Unitarian Universalist Minister. The
couple has lived in various parts of the
country, moving to Providence, Rhode
Island, in the mid-90s, where Pat now
works as an Information Security Policy
and Awareness Specialist at Brown
University.
According to Pat, while at Mercy her
curiosity was encouraged. She learned
more about a new discipline at the
time, film studies, that led to her
interest in broadcasting.
She also forged lifelong friendships at
the school, discovering a love of words
and becoming part of “The Writers’
Group,” made up of fellow wordsmiths
from Mercy and Creighton Prep who
regularly met to discuss their poems,
essays and short stories.

South Carolina
16 alumnae

Mary Jo Nussrallah Riley ’78 has been
a Project Designer for FWA Group
Architects on Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina, for close to 27 years and will
be retiring soon. She also began a
local nonprofit called the Lowcountry
Coalition Against Human Trafficking. The
mother of four grown children plans to
stay busy volunteering after retirement.
“Mercy taught me to come out of my
shell and participate. Going to a small

school gave me not only the opportunity
to participate in a wide range of activities,
but it gave me the courage to try things
and step out of my comfort zone.”
After graduating from Mercy, Mary Jo
attended the University of Nebraska
Omaha and transferred to the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln where she earned
a Bachelor’s Degree in Architectural
Studies. She moved to Iowa City, Iowa, to
allow her husband to finish his master’s
and then moved to Beaufort, South
Carolina, in 1985. While in Beaufort
she worked for several architects. After
four-and-a-half years, she moved again
to Minneapolis to be closer to family. In
1991, she headed south again and landed
on Hilton Head Island.
Volunteering has been an instrumental
part of her life. She was a Den Mother of
a Boy Scout troop and was a member,
board member and president of
The Zonta Club of Hilton Head. The
mission of that women’s organization
is dedicated to improving the lives
of women locally, nationally and
internationally. That is when she started
the human trafficking nonprofit.
Mary Jo fondly recalls the Mercy traditions,
playing on the basketball team,
assemblies and more.
“Mostly my fondest memory is of the
friendships I made at Mercy. It impacts
the rest of your life.”

South Dakota
18 alumnae

Lindsay L. O’Brien ’99 loves living in
South Dakota because of its beautiful
scenery, wide open spaces and access to
nature. She and her husband, along with
their three young sons, call Sioux Falls
home. They enjoy a variety of outdoor
activities throughout the state.
Keeping the tradition of attending Mercy
was important to Lindsay as her mother,
Bernadette Martin ’66, and her aunts
Elizabeth A. Busse ’54 (deceased), Norma
J. Begley ’56, Marlene I. Machal ’55
and Maxine Vinardi ’62 all graduated
from the school.
After graduating from Mercy, Lindsay
received several scholarships that
allowed her to attend Creighton

University where she received her
Bachelor’s of Arts in Education in 2003.
Throughout the course of her career,
she has worked in social services as
a caseworker for developmentally
disabled clients in several states after
marrying and re-locating with her
husband, Patrick, who was studying to
become a doctor.
She feels Mercy taught her a sense of
service to others that she still feels very
strongly about to this day. Lindsay is
also thankful for the education that
Mercy provided her. Being educated in
an all-girl’s school empowered her and
gave her a sense of importance. She
never felt she was being held back but
rather being pushed forward.

Tennessee
17 alumnae

When asked how Mercy prepared
her for life, Erika Kreifels Strong ’97
answered, “by making me realize the
importance of working hard, wanting
to learn new things and build upon
my education. Also be a strong and
independent female, a great leader
who strives for spiritual growth—to put
others before yourself, strive to make
a difference in your community and
always help those in need.”
Erika entered Mercy in 1993 as her
parents wanted all five of their children
to receive a Catholic School education.
Her two older sisters, LiAnn Kreifels
Smith ’96 and Kristina Kreifels Bangs ’94,
were already attending Mercy and were
having a very positive experience.
During her time at Mercy, she
participated in volleyball and track,
and recalls a memorable conversation
with then track coach Bob Wolf. He
was almost getting hit with an errant
discus toss by Erika and he said, “maybe
discus wasn’t for her!” She also was
Vice President of FBLA (Future Business
Leaders of America) and a member
of the National Honors Society,
Recruitment Team, Campus Ministry
CORE Group and the Environmental
Ambassadors.
After graduating from Mercy, she
attended the University of Nebraska
Omaha as well as the University of
Nebraska Medical Center and earned

her Bachelor of Science degree
in Nursing. She later completed
two masters’ degrees at Vanderbilt
University School of Nursing in Pediatric
Primary and Pediatric Acute Care.
Throughout her career as an Advanced
Practice Nurse (APRN), she has worked
in the Pediatric Emergency Department
at Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s
Hospital at Vanderbilt in Nashville,
Pediatric Trauma/General Surgery at
Dell Children’s in Austin, Texas, and
is currently working as an inpatient
Pediatric Otolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery Nurse Practitioner at
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital
at Vanderbilt.
She and her husband Douglas have two
young boys, Hudson (3 1/2) and Sam (2).
She enjoys reading, hiking, fishing,
traveling, spending time with family
and is grateful for all her Mercy teachers
for making learning fun!

Texas

110 alumnae
Becky Heim Waszgis ’88
manages consumer
affairs for Daisy Brand
Sour Cream Do A
Dollop! and has been
living in the Dallas,
Texas, area for the past 16 years. She
and her husband love the weather. She
is pretty confident that she will never
have to own a snow shovel again.
After graduating from Mercy, she
worked full time and went to the
University of Nebraska Omaha.
Becky earned a Bachelor’s Degree in
Marketing and has worked most of her
career in the industry she is in now.
According to Becky, living in Dallas has
exposed her to a melting pot of people
including Women of Mercy. In fact,
fellow classmate, Mini George James ’88
lives only a mile from her. Becky enjoys
traveling, fishing, doing crafts, spending
time with friends and her two dogs.
When reflecting on Mercy she said,
“Mercy will always have a special place
in my heart. The values, beliefs and
friendships have led me to be the
person I am today.”

Utah

6 alumnae
Michelle K. Zey
Hakkarinen ‘04 lives near
Salt Lake City and is the
high school librarian at
Jordan High School in
Canyons School District.
After leaving Mercy, she attended college
at Northwest Missouri State University
in Maryville, Missouri, and graduated
in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science in
Secondary English Education.
She earned her Master’s in Secondary
Education from the University of
Nebraska Omaha. She taught high school
English at Millard West her first two years
of teaching before moving to Columbus,
Nebraska, then to Raleigh, North Carolina
and finally to Utah where she has lived
the past eight years.
Michelle taught English to both middle
and high school students in all three
states and then became an Education
Technology Specialist working in two
different Utah school districts. She earned
her ESL Endorsement, is working toward
her Library Media Endorsement through
Southern Utah University and hopes to
have all of her schooling finished in 2021.
While at Mercy, Michelle took every
available acting class and was involved
in multiple plays and musicals. She loved
being a part of theatre and values the
friendships and experiences she made
on and off stage. Her biggest take-away
from her time at Mercy was to “never
underestimate the power of an educated
group of hardworking women!” The
spirit of service and the value of girls’
education gave her a solid footing and
a confidence that has helped her more
than she could have imagined.
Michelle and her husband, Michael have
a two-year-old daughter, Kate. The family
spends most of their free time in the
Wasatch Mountains just a half mile from
their house.

Vermont
2 alumnae

Mary Monica Erdei ’68 has been a “New
Englander” for the majority of her life
having called New Hampshire home for
the past 45 years until recently crossing
the river and adopting Vermont as
26
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her new home state. “The mountains,
streams and forests are what I love
the most, but I also admire the spirit
of hard-work and independence that
characterize New Englanders!”
After graduating from Mercy, she
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in English
at Iowa State in 1972. Ten years later,
she received her Master’s Degree from
Dartmouth College and spent most of
her 30-year career as a high school and
college instructor.
According to Mary, “The best of Mercy’s
influence at that time was that my
teachers believed in my abilities
and talents and did not stifle my
independence.”
Without that self-confidence, there are
many aspects of her life that she would
not have pursued from marching against
the Vietnam War to rock-climbing to the
adopting of her daughter in China as a
single parent.
She credits and thanks Mercy for
providing the catalyst for challenging
herself. Mary feels that her life experience
may have been different if she attended a
co-ed high school rather than Mercy.

Virginia

36 alumnae
Despite having graduated from Mercy
High School nearly 60 years ago, the
Mercy spirit is alive and well with Susan
Turner Foreman ’61. In her current role as
Academic Dean at Georgetown Visitation
Preparatory School in Washington D.C., a
role she has held for 32 years, she is able
to apply the teaching lessons she learned
from Sr. Mary Roselle, SM ’47 (Sr. Mary
Ellen Quinn) and Sr. Mary Magdala
(Sr. Rita Parks, SM ’53) while as student
at Mercy. Sue also regularly travels with a
group of 16 sophomores on an exchange
visit to Sacred Heart School, a Mercy high
school located in Ireland. “I knew this
program was meant to be as I ‘felt’ the
presence of Catherine McAuley in the
classrooms in Ireland during our first trip
the same way I felt her presence at Mercy
many years ago.”
While in high school, she participated in
Sodality, the Mercy Marthas (etiquette
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course) and speech. She would
eventually receive her Bachelor’s Degree
in Education from Creighton University,
earning a Master of Education from The
City University of New York –The College
of Staten Island, and a second master’s
degree in Counseling from George
Mason University.
She and her husband Lee moved
around extensively both internationally
and state-side as he was an attorney
in the Army for 28 years. The couple
has called Virginia their home since
they have been there the longest; and
they enjoy walking, traveling, reading
and visiting their vacation home in
the Outer Banks of North Carolina.
They have one daughter Meg who is
a graduate of Georgetown Visitation
as well as the United States Military
Academy at West Point.

Washington
55 alumnae

In her time at Mercy,
Julia Krolikowski ’08
learned that “there’s
always an opportunity,
even if something is
good, that we can make
something better.” Guided by a strong
sense of social justice and her can-do
spirit, Julia now runs the 21st Century
Before and After School Programs. She
even gets to work with Caitlin Botsios ‘08
on afterschool curriculum.
While a Monarch, Julia found the retreats
to be some of her most formative
moments as a high school student. Julia
remembers the “warm, fuzzy feeling” she
felt during each retreat. They “provided
that space and time and trust to think
about your future.”
At Mercy, Julia was also encouraged
to “think outside of my bubble.” This
gave her the opportunity to consider
how others may live and think and to
consider the practical implications of
social justice.
After graduating from Mercy, Julia
went to Rockhurst University in
Kansas City, Missouri, majoring in
Non-Profit Leadership and Human

Communication. She then joined the
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest (JVC),
which took her to Yakima, Washington,
for the first time. When her time with
JVC was complete, Julia returned home
to Omaha before moving back to
Yakima in 2014.
Julia is currently earning her Master’s
in Social Work and enjoys spending her
free time making jam with local produce,
hiking and camping.

Washington D.C.
6 alumnae

The election may be over, but it’s still all
politics, all the time for Malinda Frevert ’07.
As a resident of Washington D.C. and
the Managing Director at Fireside
Campaigns, she is quite comfortable in
the political arena.
Malinda’s interest in politics was
fostered by her time at Mercy. She was
inspired by the story of Mother McAuley
and the ways in which Mercy’s founder
fought for the marginalized and most
vulnerable populations. Malinda was
inspired to go out into the world and do
the same.
She graduated from Nebraska
Wesleyan with a degree in Political
Communication. While in college,
Malinda spent a semester in D.C. as part
of the Capitol Hill Internship Program
and interned at CNN where she learned
she had no interest in cable news. Upon
returning to Nebraska, Malinda was one
of the first staffers at Bold Nebraska
where she organized farmers and city
folks using online tools. Malinda recalls,
“We were fighting a bunch of giants
as David, but instead of a slingshot,
we had Facebook.” That experience in
organizing online and offline has led to
Malinda’s current position.
Malinda can draw a direct line between
her time at Mercy and today. “I didn’t
know at the time how much going to
a school with negotiated tuition, that
valued women, that prioritized social
justice over doctrine would have on me.
But these are all things that impact who
I am and what I believe in today.”

West Virginia
0 alumnae

Wisconsin
27 alumnae

Angie Jacobson Weiss ’99 has worked
as a Project Engineer for Thermal
Energy System Specialists, a software
and energy efficiency/renewable energy
consulting firm, for the last 10 years.
But one of her biggest projects has
been with her husband retrofitting and
learning to sail a 25-foot sailboat on
Madison, Wisconsin lakes. She is also
active in community events.
After graduating from Mercy, Angie
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical
Engineering from Iowa State University
in 2004 and a Master’s in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 2006.
“I feel the underlying heartbeat of many
of the activities I participated in at Mercy
to this day. I learned to ask myself what I
can do and do it. I also remember to keep
learning, which I have done throughout
my life.”
The passionate runner has many fond
memories of the school including Prom
Announcement. For Angie it was “a rite of
passage, a bonding experience, an excuse
for song, dance and jokes, and a unique
expression of Mercy community rolled all
into one.“

Wyoming
8 alumnae

Patricia A. (Lynam)
Schultz ’70 attended St.
Patrick’s Grade School
in Omaha and several
of her classmates from
her eighth-grade class
continued learning at Mercy. While there,
she was a member of the concert choir
and assisted with various homeroom
activities and other special events.

was biology teacher, Mrs. Buell. This was
fitting seeing that biology was Patty’s
favorite subject and laid the foundation
for her career later in life.
Senior Day was one of her lasting
memories as she remembers being
involved in the preparations leading up to
the event. Her Mercy Day lunch was held
at the “Top of the World Restaurant” that
sat atop the newly opened Woodmen
Tower. It was a very special day for the
entire senior class.
After graduating from Mercy, Patty
continued her education at Creighton
University and studied Medical
Technology. She worked in the lab
at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Omaha for
five years and met her husband, Dave,
during this time. The couple married and
moved to Utah to finish his anesthesia
residency in 1980. While in Salt Lake, she
worked at the University of Utah in their
microbiology lab.
In 1983, her husband accepted a position
at the Sheridan Memorial Hospital in
Wyoming. At that point, she changed
careers and became a full-time mom to
their two sons. Over the years, she has
been very involved in their community
including schools, church, hospital, library
and the local YMCA.
Patty enjoys gardening, cooking, baking,
reading and traveling. She especially
enjoys spending time with all of her
family at their cabin in the Bighorn
Mountains. The couple has been married
for 41 years and is currently building an
addition to create extra space for their
four grandchildren.
Besides a great education, Patty says
that Mercy prepared her for life by
encouraging the spirit of kindness and
service that was always evident to her
while at the school.

The number by each state is the number of alumnae Mercy has
in its database of Women of Mercy that reside in that state.
Our Advancement team tried to reach an alumna in every
state but a few are missing. Because of limited space we were
not able to use a photo with every item.

She recalls many wonderful teachers
at Mercy like Miss Meyer, Sr. Rosemary
Floresch, SM ’52 and Sr. Kathleen Marie ’61
to mention a few, but her favorite instructor
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A LU M N A E I T E M S
(PHOTO S F O LLOW A RT I CLE)

1930s
Josephine Gibilisco Gaeta SJ ’39
will turn 100 this year.

1960s
Hughie Thorsen ’68 has enrolled
the Sisters of Mercy religious order
and the Sisters of Mercy at Mercy
Villa into the perpetual enrollment
at the Shrine of Divine Mercy at
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. The
induction covers the years from
their founding in 1831 on into
eternity. The entire order of Sisters
will be remembered, along with
Mercy’s Class of 1968, in the daily
Masses and prayers at the Shrine.

1970s
The Class of 1971 announces
their 50th Reunion scheduled for
Saturday, June 5, 2021, 7:00 p.m. at
Legends at Aksarben, 6920 Pacific
St., Omaha. Further details will
be shared closer to the event.
The dated photo below is toddler
TJ Burns, son of Mikki Crosby
Burns ’74, skimming The Mercian
early in his Mercy-based training.
Fast forward to Mikki celebrating
TJ’s wedding day in August
2020 with the newer photo.

1980s

2010s

Weddings

In Memoriam

Margaret Wolf ’85 lives in
Weldon Spring, Missouri,and is a
photographer. Check out her website
at www.mwolfphotography.com

Jennifer Novotny ’13 is a new
associate at Koley Jessen Law
firm. In her role she guides clients
through a variety of general business
and corporate matters. She assists
clients with contract drafting, entity
formation, business structuring,
corporate governance and data
privacy and security compliance. She
received her Bachelor’s of Science in
Economics from Creighton University
and her Juris Doctorate from
Creighton University School of Law.

Katie Malloy ’10 married Dominic
Ilardi on October 10, 2020.

We extend sympathy to the families and friends of those alumnae whose
deaths were communicated to the Advancement Office from
July 1, 2020-Nov. 30, 2020. We try to make this list as accurate as possible.
Please inform Naomi Chambers at chambersn@mercyhigh.org if
anyone was missed.

Christina Caniglia-Nelson ’89
graduated from the University of
Nebraska Omaha with a Master’s
of Arts in Social Gerontology. She
is now the Activity Coordinator at
the Rose Blumkin Jewish Home in
Omaha. She plans parties, events
and meaningful moments for
residents and staff. She recently
received a donation of a mobility
bike from community donors
and is expecting a mobility bike
to accommodate a wheelchair.
She says getting residents outside
into the neighborhood to see
some normalcy, like kids playing,
is critical at this time as they are
so cooped up in the home.

1990s
Parishioner Katy Madej Bovick ’99,
painted St. Columbkille’s “Wings
Over Papillion” butterfly bench.
The bench depicts St. Columbkille’s
growth as one of Papillion’s
founding institutions.

Congratulations to Elyse
Schweikert ’20 who received The
Gold Award for Girl Scouts. She
brought in to Mercy, expert guest
speakers to educate students
and created a curriculum about
trafficking that was added to
Mercy’s theology classes. She
also designed a bi-weekly Prayer
Partner Program through which
students signed up to pray for
survivors and held fundraisers
for organizations in Omaha that
help trafficking survivors.

Anne Grifﬁth ’12 married Travis
Weyers on October 14, 2020.

Births
Katy Madej Bovick ’99 and her
husband Scout had a baby girl, Rose
Kathryn May, on September 22, 2020.
Jacqueline Lee ’02 and her
husband Chin-Hwa had a
baby girl, Natalie Chong on
November 7, 2020. (see below)

2000s
Symone Sanders ’08 was
recently appointed chief
spokeswoman for the Office
of the Vice President-Elect
Kamala Harris.

Correction: Under births in the last
Mercian, Jen Kotulak Molinaro ’09
first name was spelled wrong. It is
Jen not Jean.

Elizabeth R. Bauer SM ’36

Jeanette Socha Woolley SM ’54

Marguerite Gannon Rieger SJ ’39

Lorraine Lehre Eurek ’56

Marian Greco Pirruccello SM ’42

Elaine Micek Ellefson ’57

Mary Lynch Genereux SJ ’43

Theresa Spirek Holman ’57

Shirley Guthman Maxwell SM ’44

Virginia (Ginny) Whitney Byrne ’60

L. Jeane Maun Travis SJ ’45

Dolores (Dee) White Schmit ’60

Kathleen Mullaly Abel SJ ‘46

Sr. Marilyn Wallace, RSM ’60

Geraldine (Jeri) Higgins

Carolanne Callahan ’61

Langenegger SM ’47

JoAnn Havranek Arnold ’62

Theresa Lukowski Kohanek SJ ’48

Constance (Connie)

Dolores Grzywa Lessing SM ’48

Monico Earnest ‘62

Anna Lou Urzendowski

Mary Ann Jacobsen Kelehan ’63

Micek SM ’49

Jean (Jeanie) Newell Paver ’63

Joan A. Munch SM ’49

Maureen Molloy Rushenberg ’63

Josephine Kubat Letak SJ ’50

Suzanne Peter Sullivan ’64

Alice A. Mech SJ ’51

Catherine Nielsen Boone ’65

Kathryn Degan McAndrews SM ’51

Mary Louise Valentino ’65

Shirley Seewald Coniglio SJ ’52

Joanne Zegar Tusa ’67

Dorothy Bogacz Jarzynka SM ’52

Jeanne O’Donnell Baker ’68

Margaret Farrell Nicola SM ’52

Rita Macias Hall ’68

Eleanor Kros Frady SM ’53

Diane Gross Harre ’69

Kathryn Frances (Fran)

Victoria Torrez Manis ’69

Ryan Kunasek SM ’53
Delores Barone Twedt SM ’53
Joann Braniff Andrews SM ’54
Gloria Trobough Clippinger SM ’54
Kathleen Norris Horton SM ’54

Rita Daly Pilger ’69
Sharon A. Holewinski ’70
Lorna Klein Hurst ’71
Teresa DiMauro Sullivan ’82
Janelle A. Stolen ’90

Photography Requirements: In order to print a photo in The Mercian,
Mercian we must have a 300 dpi or
higher resolution. Often pictures taken on cell phones are too low resolution. If we use these
photos they are grainy and hard to view.
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